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That is the opinion of the Post Office Depart- | 

ntabout this matter. Andnow I will say to the || 
= jeman from North Carolina that he may serve | 
ey Congress half a century and he will never find || 

more meritorious case. He will never find a | 
seronger ease than this, where the iron arm of 
theGovernment strikes down a worthy man who | 
had a handsome fortune, made by hard work. | 
He is no speculator. He was never a contractor | 
under Government before, except on one occasion 
for a few months. He has carried out his con- 
tract faithfully and has been ruined by the failure 
of the last Congress to make the necessary ap- | 
propriations. He is totally ruined, unless Con- 

ress docs him this act of justice. He asks you || 
togive him no gratuity. He asks oe that || 
you will unlock the Treasury and pay him the 
amount which the Postmaster General withheld 
from him on account of your own action. The | 
Postmaster General required him to reduce the 
service to a semi-monthly mail. He could net 
carry it in accordance with that order without a 
largely increased expense. He proposed to con- 
tinue the weekly maul at the reduced rates, but the 
Postmaster General utterly refused, and directed 
the postmasters along the route not to deliver the 
mail to him, except semi-monthly; and it was 
onlyafter having given a bond not to require any- | 
thing beyond the reduced compensation that he 
was allowed to carry the mail once a week. [I | 
rust there is no gentleman in this House who 
will vote against this bill. 

Mr. BRANCH. I will detain the House but 
asingle,ymoment. If the statement of the law 
made by the gentleman from Missouri be correct, 
thatthe Postmaster General had no right to reduce 
thisservice without letting it out to the lowest bid- 
der; or, in other words, if the Postmaster General 
has acted in violation of law by reducing this ser- 
vice, it would certainly put a new face upon the 
matter. I have been under the impression, having 
signed contracts of this description myself—not as 
a contractor, but as the president of a railroad 
company—that the Postmaster General had sucha 
right. Inever signed acontract of that description 
in my life that did not contain aprovision allowing 

the eoteaster General to make any reduction 
he | pews to make any change in the schedule, | 
and, indeed, almost any change in respect to the | 
contract that he might see fit; giving to the di- 
rectors of the railroad company the privilege of 
throwing up the contract if they did not like to 
continue the service under the new arrangements. 
If the law be as stated by the gentleman from 
Missouri, and the Postmaster General has vio- 
lated that law, that, I repeat, puts a new phase 
upon the matter. 1 should like to hear from the 
chairman of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads in reference to that point; but I do 
not see him in his seat. 

Mr. ALLEY. The gentleman from Missouri, 
Mr. Craig,] and the gentleman from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Bornerr,] have so ably answered the ob- 
jections of the gentleman from North Carolina, as 
to leave me but little to say in addition. Upona 
single point, however, which the gentleman from 
North Carolina deems to be so material, and 
which he has raised before the House, I shall 
make one remark, if I can have his attention for 
a moment. 

Itis true that that provision is inserted in the 
contract; a provision, as I have before stated, 
which is embraced in every contract with the mail 
contractors of the country, except the contract for 
the Butterfield route. It is made, [ will not say 
'n violation of law, but without any provision of 
law to cover the case. I will say farther, that 
some of the best legal minds in the country are of | 

€ opinion that the provision inserted in mail || 
contracts by the Postmaster General is not a legal || 
ene; and { hold in my hand the reply of Attorney || 

neral Black to inquiries submitted to him by || 
terf Postmaster General in reference to the But- | 
eld contract. In that contract this provision 
' 











Was omitted ; and the Postmaster General believed 
t, Inasmuch as it had been the custom of the 
ent to insert that provision, he had the 


108 








TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 1860 


legal right to anuul that contract. The reply of | Tellers were 


the Attorney General is worthy of a statesman |! 


and of the highest legal officer of this Government. 
It concludes in these words: 


“fam not at liberty, nor do i think you are, to inquire 


| whether it was well, or ill, for the Goverhment to make 
| this contract. 


The unfortunate condition in which the De- 
partment has unexpectedly found itself might make us wish 
to get rid of as many burdens as possible: but the pecu- 
niary interests of the country are not the most important. 


{t has a far deeper stake in doing justice and maintaining 
the laws.”? 


That, sir, is the reply of the Attorney General 
to the Postmaster General on that point; but if 


' 
i 
} 


| 


| 
} 
| 
| 


there were that provision, if it were a legal pro- | 


| Vision, if it were as strong as any statute of the 


United States could make it, I for one, would re- | 


sist it,as having no foundation in justice or equity, 
as applied to this case. 

These parties, Mr. Speaker, have performed 
every stipulation that they agreed to, and that 
provision in the contract, and which has been in- 
serted in all other contracts, has been solely for 
the purpose of protecting the Governmentagainst 
extraordinary contingencies. It has always been 


so held; and for the Postmaster General 'to take | 


advantage of that provision to strike down honest 
men, who have faithfully performed every con- 
dition of their contract, is in violation of the spirit, 
if not the letter, of the law. For one, I repudi- 
ate it. AsI stated yesterday, my avocation is 
that of a merchant; and if a merchant of my city 
should do as the Postmaster General has done in 
this and in similar cases—violate his plighted faith 
in opposition to every sentiment of justice, of 
every principle of right, and every feeling of hu- 
manity—he would, as he ought to, receive the 
condemnation and the execrations of the whole 


| community; for I know of no rule of morals to be 


applied in the fulfillment of contracts to individuals 
that will not apply with equal force to the Gov- 
ernment. Itought to be beneath the dignity of a 
high officer of this Government to take advantage, 
in dealing with honest creditors of the Govern- 
ment, of a legal quibble. It is an outrage upon 


their rights, and I would invoke the whole power | 


of this Government to interpose its colossal arm 


to shield these, and other parties similarly situ- | 


ated, from impending ruin. 
These, sir, are my sentiments. 
ment, never has there been a case submitted for 
the consideration of Congress which presented a 
stronger case of equity than this. It 1s a case of 
extreme hardship. It has ruined these individ- 
uals, who are honest and worthy men. They 
are no speculators; but they have performed every 
stipulation of their contract. As has been _re- 
marked by the gentleman from Missouri, (Mr. 
Cratc,] the property of one of them is now under 
execution and in the hands of the sheriff, even to 
the very beds upon which his wife and children 


sleep; and the other partner is now ina distant Ter- | 


ritory in acondition of mental imbecility bordering 
upon insanity. In the view of the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, looking to the 
hardships which have been endured by these par- 
ties because of the non-fulfillment of the condi- 


ment, no case ever presented to Congress appealed 
more to its justice and sympathy. There are 
other reasons, which I will not now enumerate, 
because I believe that facts enough have been prt- 
sented to cause this House unanimously to pass 
the bill. 

question. 


In my judg- | 
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ordered; and Messrs. Brivenam 
and Brancu were appointed. 

The yeasand nays were not ordered; the tellers 
having reported only twenty-one in the affirma- 
tive—less than one fifth of those present. 

The bill was passed. ; 

Mr. ALLEY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I desire to call up 
a private bill. There is a pensioner in this city 
from my State, who is both deaf and blind. 

Mr. FENTON. Let us first get through with 


| the call of committees for reports. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. At the suggestion 
of the chairman of the Committee on Invalid Pen- 


sions, I will not call up my motion at this time. 


JOHN T. ROBERTSON. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I am instructed by the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary to report a joint resolu- 
tion for the relief of John T. Robertson, of Vir- 
ginia, and to ask that it be put upon its passage. 

There is a report accompanying the bill, which 


lask tohave printed. As the reportisnot printed, 


I will close by calling for the previous || 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 


main question ordered. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 


ingly read the third time. 


Mr. ALLEY. I demand the previous question | 


on the passage of the bill. 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 


main question ordered. 
Mr. JONES. 
the passage. 
Mr. CRAWFORD, 
yeas and nays. 


I demand the yeas and nays on | 


I demand tellers on the | 


I will move to put the bill upon its passage, and 
will state the facts in the case. The joint resolu- 
tion makes no appropriation, but simply releases 
the petitioner, John T. Robertson, of Virginia, 
from any further liability to the Government of 
the United States upon his bond as surety for his 
father, who was collector for the United States 
at the portof Petersburg. I will state to the House 
further, that there were four co-sureties with Mr. 


| Robertson upon that bond, two of whom, at the 
| ume of the defaleation of the father, proved to be 


totally insolvent. The other two were equally 
able, with the petitioner, to contribute to the pay- 


| ment of the defaleation; but upon suit brought 
| against them upon that bond, upon which they 


were jointly liable—if liable at all—both of those 


| co-sureties were discharged from all liability by 


the judgment of the United States court for the 
eastern district of Virginia. 

I state further, that this petitioner has already 
voluntarily,and without suit or coercion upon the 
part of the Government of the United States, con- 
tributed his full pro rata share, to the extent of 
his entire property, in discharge of his obligation 


| to the Government of the United States; that there 
| remains unpaid upon that bond which he volun- 


tarily gave to the Secretary of the Treasury of the 


| United States, the principal,sum of only $1,000; 


and this bill simply releases him from that obli- 
gation, with its accruing interest. With this state- 


ment, | move that the joint resolution be put upon 


its passage, after the reading of it, so that the 


| House may sce that it conforms to what I have 


said. 
The resolution, which was read, directs that 
John 8S. Robertson, of the State of Virginia, be 


| released from any further or existing liability to 
| the United States upon his bond executed to the 


United States on the 26th of July, 1830, in the 


| sum of $10,000, conditioned upon the payment of 
tions of the contract on the part of the Govern- | 


$5,000 in several installments, as therein provided. 
The resolution was ordered to be engrossed, 

and read a third time; and, being engrossed, it was 

accordingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. BINGHAM moved to reconsider the vote 


| by which the resolution was passed; and also 


F s || accompanying the bill be printed. 
a third time; and, being engrossed, it was accord- || 


moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 

Mr. BINGHAM. I now move that the report 
I do so in 
order that the Senate may understand the case. 

The motion was agreed to. 


R. R. RICHARDS. 


Mr. CARTER. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia to report back, 
with a recommendation that it do pass, a joint 
resolution of the Senate. a 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I have no objection 


‘to having the report made, but I must say that 
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we are introducing a system of doing business | 
which supersedes the consideration of this Private 
| 





Calendar wholly. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
inia will understand that the gentleman from 
New York is reporting a bill from the Committee 
for the District of Columbia, which has just been | 
called. 
The resolution was read by its title, as follows: | 
A resolution (S. No. 24) for the compensation | 


of R. R. Richards, late chaplain of the United || 


States penitentiary in the District of Columbia. 


be substituted for the House bill already upon the 


Calendar. | 


Mr. HOUSTON. Let itgo upon the Calendar. 

Mr. CARTER. I move to put the resolution 
upon its passage. 

The resolution, which was read, directs that the 
sum of $300 be paid to the Rev. R. R. Richards, 
late chaplain of the United States penitentiary in 
the District of Columbia, out of any moncy in 
the Treasury not otherwise na in full 
of one half year’s salary, ending June 30, 1857. 

The resolution was ordered to a third reading; 
and was accordingly read the third time, and 

assed. 

Mr. CARTER moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was passed; and also moved 
io lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

JOUN W. NYE. | 

Mr. CARTER, from the Committee for the Dis- | 
trict of Columbia, reported three bills for the re- 
Ref of John W. Nye; which were severally read | 
a first and second time, referred to a Committee | 
of the Whole House, and, with the accompany- 
ing reports, ordered to be printed. 

CLERK TO COMMITTEE. 

Mr. CARTER. I am also instructed by the 
same committee to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Colum- 


bia be authorized to employ a clerk, at a compensation of 
four dollars per day while actually employed. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
troduction of that resolution. 
Mr. BURNETT. I want to say to the chair- 
man of the Committee for the District of Columbia 
that I thought that I had been present at every | 
regular meeting of that committee, and I did not 
know that such a resolution had been authorized 
by them. I desire further to say to the House 

that that committee has no use for a clerk. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. And I wish to say, 


I object to the in- 


in this connection, that this system of employing || 


clerks for committees is very exceptionable,. 
The SPEAKER. The question is upon the | 
adoption of the resolution. 
Mr. BURNETT. I make the point of order | 
that this is not a private bill, and cannot, under 
any rule of the House, be reported when the 


commitices are being called for reports of private 
hills. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would state that || 


the employment of a clerk would apply to the | 
private as well as to the public business of the | 
committee; and the Chair can see no reason why 
the chairman of the committee might not report it. 

Mr. BURNETT. I then move that the reso- 
lution be recommitted to the Committee for the 








\| 
| of Columbia during two Congresses. 
| entire business that was to come before that com- | 


| of. We have reported to the House the bills and | 
| resolutions referred to us, and we have now, com- 


} 


| 1s the object of having a clerk? It is, when there 


| that they cannot hunt up statistics, cannot make 


remarks of my colleague on thecommittee. I have 
Mr. CARTER. Iask that that resolution may || 


| have conversed with several members of this com- 





ublic bill. That is, many of the public bills 

ave provisions in them which have a private 
effect upon individual /parties in the country; but, 
nevertheless, in every such case they are public 
bills. Buta private bill is one exclusively con- 
fined to private individuals; and has no aspect of 
a public measure in it. This resolution, there- 
fore, must be a public measure. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has already ruled 
that the resolution is a private measure 

Mr. CARTER. I am surprised to hear the 


stated that | was ordered by a majority of the 
committee to report this resolution. If the gentle- 
man from Kentucky was not there at the time, it 
is not my fault. Iam not his keeper. I cannot | 
call him there. Iam very sorry to say that the | 


| members of our committee are not so prompt or | 
| regular in their attendance as I should desire to 


see them. But fora gentieman to get up here and | 
impugn my motives or my truth in saying that I 
was directed to make a report as chairman of the 
committee, is something that astonishes me. 
Mr.BURNETT. I did not impugn the gentle- 
man’s motives or his truth. But I will say this, 
that since this resolution has been introduced | 


mittee, and they have no recollection of the chair- 
man of the committee being authorized by them | 
to make this reporttothe House I have attended, | 
I believe, every regular meeting of this committee 
since it first met. If I have been absent once I 
dv not now remember it. 

I desire, also, to say this to the House in con- 
nection with the resolution: this system of em- 
ploying clerks, as I have said before, is all wrong, 
except for a few committees of the House. 

I have served on the Committee for the District | 
Nearly the 





mittee at this Congress has been already disposed 


paratively, but little business before us. What 


j 


is such an amount of business before a committee 





3 
calculations, cannot copy the papers that may be | 
necessary. All these things, | understand, come | 


within the scope of the legitimate duties of a clerk 


| toacommittee. Never having had one, lam now 
| supposing a case, for | do not know what is done | 


by clerks to committees. I say to the House that | 


1 could do all the writing of the Committee for the | 





District of Columbia—except the preparation of | 
reports, which every member prepares for himself, | 
I presume—in fifteen minutes, every morning we | 
meet. I was on that committee last Congress, and | 
owing to the sickness of its chairman, the la- | 
mented member from Virginia, (Mr. Goode,) I | 
had the honor, ordinarily, to act as chairman of | 
the committee; and I never found any necessity | 
foraclerk. The committee does not need a clerk. 
The only use he can be applied to—as is done in 
other committees—is to frank the documents ofthe 
chairman, and attend to his private writing. That | 
is all the use that committee can have for a clerk; 
and, without any reflection at all on the chairman— 
for none isintended—I say this to the House, in all 
frankness, thai the purpose is to employ a clerk 
at this late period of the session, and put him in 








District of Columbia; and if the chairman of the i the committee room—to do what? So far as the 
committee insists upon the resolution, I will call |} public business is concerned, nothing. 
for an exhibition of the records of the committee, | 


to see who were present when the resolution was 


Mr. HOUSTON. Is not the call of the com- 
mittees this morning for the report of private bills 
exclusively ? 

The SPEAKER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Thisis private bill day; and | 
if a committee proposes to report a public bill, is 
it not the duty of the Chair to decline to receive it ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has just stated | 
that the service of a clerk applies to the private | 
as well as the public business of the committec. 
He is to act for private as well as for public busi- | 
ness, and the Chair does not see how he can de- 
cline to reecive the resolution. 

| 
| 





Mr. HOUSTON. Of course, if he has to act 
for public business that makes it a public meas- 
ure, and that would exclude the resolution from | 


being received under a call of committees for pri- 1 


vate bills. A bill may be both a private and a 


I therefore, sir, withdraw my motion to recom- 


| mit, and ask that we may vote on the proposition, 
authorized. 
| 
| 
i] 
| 
| 


if the Se from New York insists on it. I 
hope, however, we may have the yeas and nays, 


end see whether this sort of useless expenditure 
| 


| is to be kept u 


Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I am a new 
member of this House; but so far as my knowl- 
edge thus far extends, I believe that the duties of 
this committee are as laborious as those of any 
committee of the House. We have the citizens of 
this District coming before us continually. They 
may not have been before the member who has 
last spoken, but they have been before us, and 
we have to examine into all the minutiz of the 
business of this District. It has isolated me en- 
tirely from the common business of the House, | 
confining me altogether to the business of the 
District. If there be any committee of the House 
entitled to aclerk, it is the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 











Mr. HUGHES. As a member of a 
mittee for the District of Columbia, [ thi ‘k Com. 
to our chairman to say that, early after i. it Just 
ization of the committee, I gave m m—, 
recommendation for a clerk. I do not coe 
whether it was in committee or not; | think ne 
not. I assented td it on his representation th” 
clerk was necessary,and I certainly though + 
a clerk would bea great convenience 7, ‘ow 
say that I believe there is a great deal of bu — 
before the committee. I did give my wae 
reporting of the resolution. t0 the 

r. BURNETT. I desire to say, jn - 
tion with this matter—— os nner. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I wish to inquire of th 
gentleman from Kentucky whether it was - 
deemed necessary that that committee should "st 
a clerk heretofore ? nate 

Mr. BURNETT. That committee has ney 
hada clerk. Ido not desire to detain the Hoy : 
but I desire to say this, in justice to myself: | 
think 1 have been present at every regular meo, 
ing of that committee since it first met, and | state 
that if there ever has been any authority to re. 
on this resolution for the employment of aclerk 

have no recollection of it. In that statement | 
have been sustained by other gentlemen of the 
committee. That this resolution ought not to 
pass, is apparent to every member who will give 
the matter one moment’s consideration, As I 
said before, there is no necessity for it, so lone 
as that committee has a chairman who is a bus; 
ness man like the distinguished member from 
New York. I call the previous question on the 
resolution. 

The previous ane was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; which was on the passage 
of the resolution. 

The —— was taken; and the resolution was 
rejected. 

Mr. BURNETT moved the reconsideration of 
the vote by which the resolution was rejected; 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SERVICE ON A COMMITTEE. 

Mr.CARTER. I now respectfully decline sery- 
ing any longer on the Committee for the District 
of Columbia, and ask to be excused. 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire to say that the gen- 
tleman from New York is a little excited now, 
and I hope that that motion will be postponed. 

Mr. CARTER. I call for action on my motion. 

Mr. BURNETT. Ifthe gentleman insists upon 
it, he ought to be excused. 

Mr. STANTON. I move to postpone the con- 
sideration of that motion till next Saturday. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Whenever a member has 
desired to be excused from service on a commit: 
tee, he has always been excused. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I hope my col- 
league will not persist in that motion. The duties 
of chairman of the Committee for the District of 
Columbia are, I know, onerous; but, in conse- 

uence of those devolved on that committee by 
the passage of the polygamy bill, [laughter,} I 
hope he will retain his place. It is necessary that 
these duties be discharged; and I entreat my 
friend to remain in his position. We, ais col- 
leagues, ask him to do so; and, no doubt, the 
House will recommend him to remain. : 

Mr. CURTIS. Has the gentleman from New 
York a personal interest in the system? 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Iam personally! 
terested in all that concerns the District system. 
(Laughter. ‘ 

Mr. CARTER. I did not hear the remark ot 
my colleague, but I felt his eloquence passing by 
me, as a feather goes over the waves, leaving 0° 
ripple behind. _[Laughter.] " 

Mr. HUGHES. hope the gentleman W! 
not be excused. I know itis rather a delicate 
matter to vote against excusing a gentleman; but 
the service of the gentleman from New York isi 
po to the committee, and I hope he will no! 

excused. j 

The question was taken; and the House refuse 
to excuse Mr. Carrer from service on the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 

NORMAL SCHOOL. ‘< 
. Mr. BURNETT, from the Committee for ; 
District of Columbia, made an adverse report 
the petition of citizens of Washington, asking 
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apropriation for a normal school in the District 
Columbia; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. a 

Mr. BURNETT. On the last objection day 
there were a couple of bills reported to the House | 
fom the Committee of the Whole, with a recom- 
mendation that they do pass. They were passed | 
by the House, after which I entered motions to | 

Y onsider. | desire now to call up those motions, | 
to have the reports read, and then I will detain the 
House but for a moment. 














been taken up, they can issue $10,000 more, and 
so on;.but certainly not in the way my friend 
understands it. It is to prevent any embarrass- 
ment, in consequence of this provision, that we 
desire to give them authority to issue bonds for 
this purpose, not to exceed $200,000, as provided 
in the Senate bill. 

But to show that there is no necessity of re- 
sorting to the popular vote, I will say that there 
is no danger of any tax being imposed upon the 
people for the redemption of these bonds. The 


Mr. FENTON. Iho e the gentleman will first old market-house now yields a revenue to the 


allow the committees to be called through. 


city of some thirteen thousand dollars a year; and 


Mr. BURNETT. Very well. I have the right it has been ascertained, as I understand, by in- 


to call up the motion to reconsider at any time,and | 
Iwill defer it at the request of the gentleman from 
New York. 

WASHINGTON MARKET-IIOUSE. 

Mr. KILGORE. Iam directed by the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia to report back 
Sepate bill No. 192, authorizing the corporation 
of Washington city to make a loan and issue stock 


viting proposa!s in advance, contingent upon the | 
erection of the new market-house, that the reve- 
nue that will be derived from it will amount to 


the sum of thirty-five or forty thousand dollars a 


| year. So that, in all human probability, this 


will never prove a tax upon the people here in 
any manner or form. I see, therefore, no cause 
for imposing this condition upon the authorities 
of the city of Washington. Thee the bill will 


to the amount of $200,000, for the purpose of || pass the House as it came from the Senate. I 


building a market-house. 

Some time ago, this bill was passed b the Sen- | 
ate, and sent to the House, authorizing the issuing 
of this stock to build a market-house, tothe amount | 
of $200,000. By the act of incorporation it is pro- 
vided that the city of Washington shall at no time | 
contract a debt beyond $10,000 without submit- 
ting the question to ees and when the bill 
came to the House the Committee for the District 
of Columbia reported in favor of striking out the 
Senate bill, and substituting a bill providing that 
the loan should be made for this purpose on the 
question being first submitted to the people of the 
city,and approyed by them. The bill in this shape 

assed the House, and went back to the Senate. 

he Senate struck out the material amendments 
made by the House, and inserted again a clause 
authorizing the creation of the debt without sub- 
mitting the question to the people. The commit- 
tee now recommend that the House do not concur 
in the amendment of the Senate; and I make that 
motion. 

Mr. HUGHES. I trust the House will not 
adopt the motion ef the gentleman from Indiana. 
He has stated very succinctly the history of the 
matter thus far. The Senate have twice considered 
the matter, and they have twice refused to insert 
the condition in the bill. The bill was originally 

assed by them without the condition; nee 
inserted by the House, they refused to concur with 
usin it. This is a matter of a good deal of con- 
sequence to the city of Washington. The a 
of the city desire to construct this great public im- 
provement. It is greatly needed, in a business 
point of view, and it will be an ornament to the 
city in an architectural point of view. In every 
aspect it will be of very great utility to the city at 
large. 

[tis very true that the charter of the city pro- 
hibits them from incurring a debt of more than 
$10,000; and they cannot issue bonds to exceed 
that amount without first submitting the question, 
for the approval of the people, at an annual elec- 
tion. But I understand that, by giving them this 
permission, they will be enabled to construct the 
market-house for twenty or twenty-five thousand 
dollars less than by issuing bonds, from time to 
time, of $10,000 each, as they would be compelled 
to do under the charter. The House will readily 
see that it will be subjecting them to very great 
inconvenience by compelling them to resort to 
such a plan for the building of this market-house. 

ltis again very important that the question be 
settled at once, so that no more time need be lost 
in commencing the work, for the time is rapidly 
Passing away. I understand that they have prop- 
ositions to construct the whole ee within the 


Mr. CARTER. Do 1 understand the gentle- 
man from Maryland to say that the corporation 
of the city of Washington have the right, with- 
out any submission to the people, to create a debt 
of $220,000, by issuing, separately, bonds of 
$10,000, and continuing the issuance of them, 


without waiting foreach to be redeemed, until the 
Whole amount of 


cea anan agen ER 
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$220,000 has been reached? = 


repeat, that itis of great importance that the work || 


should commence as soon as possible. The en- 
tire revenues to be derived from the new market- 
house are pledged to the redemption of these 
bonds; and I sce no reason why permission should 
not be oo to issue them, without further delay. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
gentleman from Maryland to say this is a very 
important question to the interests of the city. 
Ir. HUGHES. Yes, sir. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I ask the gentle- 
man, then, if he is afraid to trust the people in a 
matter of great importance to them? 


Mr. HUGHES. No, sir; but I am unwilling | 


to subject the matter to further delay; and I will 
say to the gentleman further, that it 1s the univer- 
sal experience, in matters of this sort, that rival- 
ries exist between different sections ofa city which 
it is injudicious to stir up by the submission of 
such a question as this. 

This question has agitated this community for 
the last ten or twelve years. It has entered into 
almost every municipal election which has taken 
place in that time. I understand that it entered 
actively into the last election which was held. The 
gentlemen then elected to the City Councils have 
passed a bill appointing commissioners for the 

urpose of having this market-house constructed. 
hey have appealed to us for the passage of this 
measure. It may be that, if the question be sub- 
mitted to the people, there will be embarrassment 
and delay. It will be difficult to explain the mat- 


ter; and there will be great confusion at the polls | 


in taking the votes in the manner proposed. In all 
events, the proposed submission will do no good. 

Mr. SMITE, of Virginia. If the gentleman 
will permit me, [ would like to inquire what ne- 
cessity there is for rushing the construction of this 
building to its completion in such extraordinary 
haste ? 


Mr. HUGHES. The dld market-house isa | 


great nuisance, and it ought to be abated as speed- 
ily as possible. It is a dirty, miserable place. It 


is so filthy, that in the warm summer months it | 
may, if left standing, generate disease in the neigh- | 
borhood. I belicve, with others, that the sooner | 
it is torn down the better. Besides, | want to see a || 


sightly structure erected, that, by its architectural 


embellishments, will not only be useful, but orna- | 


mental to the city. 


Mr.CARTER. Hasthegentleman from Mary- | 


land estimated what will be the interest on the 
money to be borrowed ? 

Mr. HUGHES. 
percent. That will amount to some thirteen thou- 
sand dollars per annum. 

Mr. CARTER. What is the gentleman’s be- 
lief in reference to the probable revenue of the 
market-house ? 

Mr. HUGHES. My estimate is, that the rev- 
enue from the market-house will be $35,000 per 
annum. That, sir, will not only pay interest 
upon the money borrowed, but create a fund for 
the payment of the principal. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I have not 
read the bill, and I would like the gentleman to 


bo t. HUGHES. Notat all. They cannot issue i| tell me whether it provides the length of time the 
nds atany time to the amount of over ten thou- || debt shall-run before the United States will be 
dollars; but when those bonds shall have |! called upon to assume it. 


I understand the | 


It will be at the rate of six | 
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Mr. HUGHES. Yes, sir; I believe it is the 
day of judgment. 
Ir. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. That is 


|| lenger than I expected, a good deal. 


Mr. KILGORE. As I have before stated, the 
| act of incorporation prohibits the creation of a 
| debt beyond $10,000. The object of the Senate 
| bill is to amend that act of incorporation, in so far 
as to permit the issue of this loan on the patt of 


|| the city. The provision of the act of incorpora- 


| tion is a wise one. It has been ingrafted upon 
| the constitutions of many of the States with good 
| results. It has been provided that debts shall not 
be incurred, unless the question has been previ- 
ously submitted to the people, who ultimately are 
to redeem the debt. The provision was wisely 
ingrafted upon the act of incorporation of this 
city. The citizens of Washington are those who 
are to be responsible for the payment of this loan. 
The city has now a debt of nearly a million dol- 
lars hanging over it. There is over eight hundred 
thousand dollars of a funded debt, and a floating 
debt of perhaps a hundred and fifty thousand 
| dollars. Here, in addition to that, is a propo- 
sition to increase the debt of the city of Wash- 
|| ington by a loan of $220,000, for the purpose of 

utting up, as the gentleman from Maryland 
iMr. Hugues] remarks, a building that will be 
| an ornament to the city. a 

Now, Mr. Speaker, [ am inclined to think, from 
the drawings I have seen of the proposed market- 
house, that it will be, if built, more ornamental 
than useful. There are to be, besides a large hall, 
offices, and other arrangements. 

A word in reference to what has been said about 
delay. There can be no unreasonable delay ere- 
ated; for I am informed the letting of the contract 
has already been had. The contract isalready let 
for the construction ofthe new market-house. Lam 
assured, by the Mayor of the city, that “femt 

be 





| tion be submitted to the people there will har 
two hundred found voting against it. He told us, 
| expressly, thatnot more than twohundred citizens 
within the city limits would be found voting against 
| the loan. If that be so there can be no danger in 
submitting the question toa popular vote. I have 
| been visited by persons who are interested in the 
market-house, and who live in the neighborhcod 
of its site. They have informed me that if the 
question be submitted to the people it will have the 
effect to prevent the construction of the proposed 
market-house; for that, outside of the fourth ward, 
there cannot be found two hundred citizens who 
will vote in favor of it. So, then, we have the 
| 





| statement, upon the one hand, of people who are 
| directly interested in this matter, and upon the 
|| other the statement of the Mayor. They do not 
|| agree, but are diametrically opposite. One says 
that if the question be submitted, it will be carried 
almost unanimously, and the other that it will be 
| almost unanimously defeated. We propose that 
| the question shall be submitted to the people; and 
| that, if they are in favor of the construction of an 
expensive market-house they will say so; and if 
opposed to it they will evince that opposition at 
|| the ballot-box. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I hope that the 
House will not concur in the amendment of the 
Senate to the amendment of the House, but that 
it will insist on its amendment to the original bill, 
and permit the people to settle this matter in their 
|, own way. 

Mr. THEAKER. I have been through the 
|| market-house in this city, and Ido not know what 
|| there is about it so filthy as to create a fear that 
| it will generate disease. Everything seemed to be 
|| tight there. Miasma cannot arise from a clean 
|| washed pavement, which extends from one end of 
|| the market-house to the other. 

i Mr. HUGHES. I meant no particular reflec- 
tion against the market-house. Perhaps there 
maybe a difference in our olfactories. It is, how- 
| ever,as we all know, an old, dilapidated building; 
| 

i 





| and although it may, with regard to stenches, be 
| like cologne, there certainly ts no cologne water 
anywhere about it. The stench from it is very 
offensive, and the nuisance ought to be abated. 
| Mr. SPINNER. Was not the late election for 
| municipal officers made with reference to the con- 
| struction of this new market-house? 

Mr. HUGHES. It was. , 

Mr. SPINNER. Then why again submit the 
question to the people ? 
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Mr. HUGHES. 


___ MIB CONGRESSIONAr, GLOBE 
There is horeason for it. If i Ne eee 








ing in the amendmentsof the Senate to the amend- || the heirs of Nathaniel Heard; which, en 





| other personal property prepared for executing the said eon. 
| tract, and that the said contract be canceled. 
; “Approved Mareh 3, 1857.” Pr 


Mr. HASKIN. I hope there will be no objec. 
tion to that resolution. . b 
Mr. CURRY, I object to the resolution, ’ 
| Mr. HASKIN. Itis in order, because it relates 
| to a private bill upon the Calendar of to-day, and 

| 


is subject to periodical returns of calamities and fatal dis- 
eases in a great measure dependent upon our bad agricul- 
tural practices: that the richest portion of our inheritance 
a generation of disease. Certainly, if the pave- || remains not only uncultivated, but a living cause of disease 
ata sitet: En iS ye : .¢ |; and death, and that within comparatively few years, sci- 
‘nent wore marble it could be no cleaner, What | ence has revealed a knowledge of the constitution of the 
is brought there for sale would create the same 
odor in a span new establishment that it does in 


this old one. 


other part of the house, that would give rise to | 
the belief that there could fairly be apprehended 


earth, connected with vitality, of the deepestinterest to our | 
race—a knowledge not possessed by our fathers, and for a 
want of which they are in no wise responsible: that the 





Mr. HUGHES. [take all I have said back means of greatly lessening the uncertainties that attend 


I move the adoption of the resolution. [Iam a 


eee ~ is ~ ae 
— 
. s 7 : | > ; ( : : a 
there be the submission that is proposed it will || ment of the House. The Committee forthe Dis- || first and second time, referred to a Commine : exe 
cause delay, and there may be, I know, some |, trictof Columbiarecommenda non-concurrence. || the Whole House, and, with the accompa ~ ine had 
doubt as to the result. I understand that the The question was taken; and the amendments |) report, ordered to be printed. pahying M 
whole matter was actively canvassed in the last | were not concurred in. | BRICK FOR THE WASHINGTON A0v gen! 
election for municipal officers. - . ; EDCCT, Ere res0 
‘ nr AGRICULTURAL BUREAU, ETC. ] aaa ; — - 
Mr. CARTER. Am I to understand from the ee . Ppt Ore ' aes ene: I desire to Submit a regoly Tre 
gentleman from Maryland that the people at the | Mr. CAREY. | ask the attention of the House |, et nope We eet on Public Expenditures cla 
Inet charter election voted on this subject? | for a very few moments to what I consider a very || calling upon the Secretary of the Treasury fo. mat 
Mr. HUGHES. Not at all. This was a ques- || !mportant subject to the country, and especially || certain information mM connection with a privat rest 
tion which was then agitated, and as the opinions || t the House at this time. The Committee on |; bill. The resolution was read, as follows: pur 
° . ; . o : i} o . f 
were for or against it, the citizens cast their votes Agriculture have instructed me to report to the || Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and yect 
for municipal officers. House a preamble and resolution, asking for in- |) ae wes S — the House of Represens,” tha 
my ee Seas ; ; ae . kf ive copy e contract entered j Senta. 
Mr. CARTER. I understand the gentleman, |; 8truction, as the paper will show. I ask for the || January, 1854, Caen William If. Dee, _ on the 24 Sec 
then, tosay that the municipial officers were elected | reading of the paper. | Smith, and Montgomery C. Meigs, acting (or and an tha 
with a view to the construction of this market- The Clerk read, as follows: eee cone i. statement showing what was ae In 
house ? Whereas history teaches that there can be no civiliza- |) ree catia. eerie their assignees, or sulstitutes ) 
Mr. HUGHES. So we were informed incom- | Hon without skill in agriculture, thatdeath is the award of |) | hed inould eduteest. a ae erest William H. Degroot has the 
“e al : improvidence to nations as well as individuals, and that | neemdenie tl Pe fa corey and fully What hay fers 
mittee, 2 ait ; - | the extinction of vitality is the consequence of abuse in this cetPieate i iti y - d mbes ~ the = pursuance of the follow f" 
Mr. CARTER. I did not understand it in that | fundamental art: that we have the example of the solici- | err, - ine by em ue sald Degroot has not beon ot. 
way. || tude felt by all the civilized nations of the worid for the || panera anaes ond ae AD compliance with tie las 
Mr. HUGHES. The Mayor told us so. 1} advancement of agriculture : that it is beyond a doubt that “ Resolved by the Senate and House of R bet 
7 ,ATCL T os much of our public domain is not capable of supporting life, the United States of A oa ta Co } Lepresentatives of ent 
Mr. HEAKER, he gentleman intimates || and much of the land once considered to be inexhaustible || Se — f the a aa cea ngress assembled» That tiie 
that our olfactories may be differently constructed. || has ceased to be cultivated, and the process of exhaustion | ee of the Sate ie shall settle and adjust with a) po! 
It may be that he can scent something that I can- || is on the increase : that the main subsistence—crops of the || ae wate! yoo age eet therein, on principles o of 
not. I will not dispute that fact. lLask the gen- || United States—is yearly growing less, from causes which || Sueno . datas ad waeie; losses, and liabilities jy " 
. : Pp zs 6 || would appear to be increasing in their action, and which || &Y rsustained by said parties, respectively, on account ag 
tleman, however, to tell me what he has seen or || jaye not been appreciated or properly studied, and there || f their ae 7 aes brick for the Washing ° 
what he can see about the market-house in Wash- || exists a conviction in the minds of scientific and learned on -™ my ~ a = ae ¥ eoeaied to pay the amount 
ington from Which the stench he speaks of can || authorities, and it is proved by our short experience thatthe || Soertaties oo Aap en odjustment Out of the ap. 
arise? The gentleman may have been about the | Possibility of continuing to’produce our great staples, cot- || ont by dhe act malin taeceniation oe 
oe , y : ~ || ton, wheat, tobacco, and corn, under the system of culture et by the act making appropriations for certain civil ex. 
ish market and may have been offendtd with the |! ti ip mee sti ae lees ~ || penses of the Government for the year ending June 30, }gs> 
, ) . practiced, is most questionable, and must eventuate in pov ll apasoved the 1echuf A t, 1856: Provi oo , 1857, 
odor arising from that part of the house. For || erty, wretchedness, and adisappearauce of population : that || 7 os a _— Uni ee. Phat the said 
one, I assert that there is nothing I have seen |} the causes and consequences thereof, with their remedies, |, ede cnahiiey eaten amt a ” er States all the brick 
there, from the cleanly washed pavement to any || are susceptible of incontestable proof: that our population eee : machinery and appliances, and 
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: upon the methods now in use of increasing articles of ne- || )- . d 

i apologize to the market-house. (Laughter.} || cessity and luxuries, of removing the causes of disease, and’ || little surprised that any gentleman would objec is 
Mr. CARTER. | find in the act of incorpo- || lengthening the average duration of life, of improving the || to a resolution calling for information from the di 
ration of the city of Washington, this clause: || yield of our lands, is within our reach: that all these great | Secretary of the Treasury in reference to aclaim tl 
: aes 3 results are perfectly feasible and practicable ; and that they |} which IT believe he will satisfy this House has 4 

“And be it further enacted, That the corporation shall not || are instantly required, is shown by manifestations ermanat- } b ottled y a at 
have power to increase the present funded debt of saidcor- || ing from divers sources, and by the repeatedly expressed || CCN Settled. es 
oration, either by borrowing money or otherwise, unless | gesire of this community that there should be an independ- | Mr. CURRY. funderstand that the Speaker ) 
t shall be agreed to do so by two thirds of the legal voters in || ' 


said city at an annual clection; and the said corporation 
shall annually apply a sum of not less than $10,000 of its 
revenue to the redemption of the present debt of the cor- 
poration.’”’ 

Mr. Speaker, the people of the District not 
having called upon the Committee for the District 
of Columbia to pass an act of this kind, author- 


izing the corporation to saddle them with an ad-— 


ditional debt of $220,000 for the construction of a 
market-house, all that we desire is that the ques- 
tion shall be submitted to the people to determine 
whether their incorporated authorities shall have 
power to tax them to thatextent. That is all we 
ask. It is all the people require. It isa hard 
thing that Congress shall set up its ipse dixit and 
say that the people shall be taxed for the construc- 


tion of this market-house, whether they will or | 


not. If we do that, sir, we will have the people of 
this District clamoring in our ears hereafter that, 
as we had authorized this debt, in all fairness we 
should pay it. You may depend upon it, that in 
such case the people will come with that demand 
upon us, and that the result will be, we will have 
to pay the debt out of the public Treasury. 

The streets in the city want repairing; and the 
ao say that if they are to be taxed, it should 

e 


for the purpose of putting this city in a habit- | 


able condition. They say that the streets are not 
cared for as they ought to be, and that they are 
willing to be taxed for the iraprovement of the 


streets, or anything else which is necessary to be | 


done. They say they should do other things be- 
fore they build this market-house; and if you 
compel them to be taxed for this market, you may 
dep@id upon it you will have to pay for it. 

Mr, HUGHES. I desire to say to the House 


that these bonds are to be based upon the revenues | 


derived from the building; and it is believed that 
those revenues will reach thirty-five or forty thou- 
sand dollars a year. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I rise to a point of order. It 
is, that this debate is not in nied to-day. I ask 
whether this is private business? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that | 


|, diers who served for a 


| 
| 


printed. 


ent bureau established by this Government: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture be in- 
structed to report to this House a bill for the promotion of 
the interests of agriculture, for the organization of the agri- 
cultural division of the Department of the Interior, now 
in a defective condition, and demanding an immediate 
remedy. 


Mr. BRANCH. 


Is that a private resolution? 
The SPEAKER. Isthere any objection to it? 
Mr. CAREY. It is a report from the Com- 

mittee on Agriculture. 

Mr. BRANCH. I object to it. 


The resolution was not received. 


JAMES HARRINGTON. 


Mr. McPHERSON, from the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds, made an adverse 
report upon the petition of James Harrington; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 


MARY HELMER. 


Mr. DUELL, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made an adverse report upon the 
petition of Mary Helmer, for back pay due her 
father, Ebenezer Osgood, a private in the war of 
the Revolution; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


LUKE PUTNAM. 


Mr. DUELL also, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Luke 
Putnam, asking for a law granting pensions and 
_ bounty lands to the heirs of revolutionary sol- 
riod of one month or 
upwards; which was laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


| GEORGE PARKHURST. 


Mr. DUELL also, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of George 
Parkhurst, a soldier in the war of the Revolution; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 


NATHANIEL HEARD, 
Mr. FENTON, from the Committee on Rev- 


debate is in order. The question is upon concur- |! olutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 


is calling the committees for reports of private 
bills. Ido not understand that this is a report 
from a standing committee. 


Mr. HASKIN. It is a report from the Com- 


| mittee on Public Expenditures asking for inform- 


ation. 

Mr. CURRY. But that committee has not yet 
been called. 

The SPEAKER. It has been called. 

Mr. CURRY. I would inquire whether this 
matter has been referred to that committee? 

Mr. HASKIN. It has been submitted to the 
committee, and a majority of the committee have 
directed me to present this resolution calling for 
information. 

Mr. CURRY. I ask whether this matter has 
been referred to the committee by the House, and 
whether this resolution is in response to that ref- 
erence? 

Mr. HASKIN. There has been no special 
reference of this subject to that committee; but 
undér the general power of the Committee on 
Public Expenditures, they have a right, withou! 
any special reference, to report a resolution to the 
House calling upon the Secretary of the Treasury 
for certain information. I hope the gentleman 
from Alabama will withdraw his objection, a0 
that the resolution will be passed without opp 
sition. 


Mr.BURNETT.. The resolution is not before 


‘the House. I cannot see any objection to the 


n it, Task 


resolution; but before remarking u 
order raised 


the Speaker to decide the question o 
by the gentleman from Alabama. The poutis: 
that this matter not having been referred to thet 
committee, a report from the committee 1s not! 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the pow 
is not well taken. : 

Mr. BURNETT. Then, Mr. Speaker, I 8 
to the gentleman from New York, that all the - 
formation which he asks, except for an express!° 
of opinion from the Secretary of the Treasu'y, 
is now on file in the case to which he wees wn 
cluding a copy of the contract and all, w! 


— ut eee ob 
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exception of showing the interest which the party 


pad in It. : 

ASKIN. I would state, in reply to the 
oes Kentucky, that [ desire by this 
o ascertain from the Secretary of the 
Treasury whether the matter embraced in that 

iaim, reported by a committee, (and I think he 
wae the report,) had not been settled under the 
meolution referred to in my proposition. For the 
ose of legislating understandingly on the sub- 
ee this private bill coming up to-day, I think 
that that information should be rocured from the 
Secretary of the’Treasury; an I am surprised 
that any gentleman would object to the resolution. 
| move its adoption. emmaaet 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire simply to say that 
the report in the case to which the gentleman re- 
fors was prepared originally by General Ward, 
of New York, and reported to this House, at the 
iast session of Congress, by me, General Ward 


gentle / 
resolution t 


ent Congress the case was authorized to be re- 
orted back from the Committee for the District 
of Columbia. 


The question was taken; and the resolution was 


o to. 
nee HASKIN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PROPOSITION TO GO INTO COMMITTEE. 


Mr. TAPPAN. I move that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar. 

Mr. FENTON. Ihope the gentleman from 
New Hampshire will withdraw the motion till 
the call of commitees for reports is completed: 

Mr. FLORENCE. I sincerely hope the House 
will not go into committee now. Let us finish the 
call of committees to-day, and then, if the House 
desire, it can go into committee. The probability 
is, that if we go into committee now, we will not 
discuss more than a single bill to-day. Let gen- 
temen who have reports to make get rid of them 
atonee. Next Friday will be objection day, and 
we ean go into committee on Friday and Satur- 
day, and dispose of a large number of bills. 

Mr. TAPPAN, We ought to be getting off at 
one end what we are getting on at another. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Ifthere were any practical 
good to result out of our going into committee I 
would not object. The experience of the gentle- 
man from New Hampshire will justify me in say- 
ing that we can do nothing to-day with the Pri- 
vate Calendar, if we go into Committee of the 
Whole House at this hour. Let the call of com- 
mittees be concluded. 

Mr. TAPPAN. If there is a general feeling 
all over the House not to go into committee, but 
‘o go on with the call of committees for reports, 
[have no objection. My sole object is to further 
the business on the Private Calendar as fast as 
possible; and I know that the effect of what we 
are doing is to enlarge the Calendar at one end 
while we are doing nothing to clear it at the other. 
_Mr.FLORENCE. I fully appreciate the mo- 
tives of the gentleman from New Hampshire. I 
kaow his liberality and generosity [laughter] so 
well, that I had no doubt he would consent to my 
request. 


_Mr. TAPPAN. I withdraw my motion for 
the present, 

The SPEAKER resumed the call of committees 
for reports of a private nature. 


HEIRS OF WILLIAM P. M’CALLY. 


Mr. NOELL, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of William P. McCally, deceased; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


LEWIS W. CHATFIELD. 


Mr. NOELL, from the same committee, re- 
Ported back, with a recommendation that it do not 
»@ bill (H.. R. No, 292) for the relief of Lewis 
- Chatfield; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 
M NOE JACOB AMMON. 
r. LL also, from the same committee 
“ported back, with a recommendation that it do 
pass, a bill for the relief of Jacob Ammon; 


| 


| 
| 


| 


being absent through sickness. During the pres- | 
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| which was laid on the table, and ordered to be |! Military Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 


printed. 
° NANCY BUKEY. 
Mr. NOELL also, from the same committee, 
reported back, with a recommendation that it do 
not pass, a bill (H. R. No. 293) for the relief of 





laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
MARK ELISHA’S HEIRS. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. I am di- 


rected by the Committee on Private Land Claims 
to report back, with a recommendation that it do 
pass, a bill (S. No. 42) for the relief of the heirs 
and legal representatives of Mark Elisha. It is 
a matter of little importance. It is simply to con- 
firm the title to a small tract of land in the State 
of Louisiana. I ask the consent of the House to 
i it upon its passage now. The member from 

ouisiana [Mr. Davipson] is personally familiar 
with the case. 

There being no objection, the bill was read the 
| third time, and passed. 
| Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, moved to 

reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed; 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
| 





on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
CAMILLA C. PONCE. 


Mr. BOULIGNY, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Camilla C. Ponce; which was read a first and 


second time, referred to a Committee of the Whole | 


House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 

FRICHE & RODRIGUE. 

Mr. BLAIR, from the same committee, reported 

| a bill for the relief of Charles Friche and Edward 

Rodrigue; which was read a first and second time, 

referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 

and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 

printed. aot oe 
ERASTUS 8. JOSLYN. 

Mr. WOODSON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported a bill forthe relief of Erastus 
S. Joslyn; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
| and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 

printed. 


M. M. MARMADUKE AND OTHERS. 





Mr. WOODSON, from the same committee, | 


| also reported a bill for the relicf of M. M. Mar- 
maduke and others; which was read a first and 
second time, referred toa Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. ‘ 


LAND TITLES OF KANSAS INDIANS. 


reported a bill to settle the titles to certain lands 


set apart for the use of certain half-breed Kansas | 


Indians, in Kansas Territory; which was a read 
a first and second time. 

Mr. WOODSON. [ask to have that bill put 
upon its passage now. It is a unanimous report 
from the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The bill recites that, under the treaty of 1825, 
between the United States and the Kansas nation 
of Indians, lands were reserved in small quanti- 
ties for every half-breed of the Kansas nation 


reservees now living, and in the heirs of those 
who are dead, the fee simple in the land reserved, 
set apart, and allotted to them respectively; de- 
claring null and void all contracts made for the 
sale or disposal of the same. 

Mr. PETTIT. 1 make the point that this is 
not a private bill. 

Mr. WOODSON. It iscertainly a private bill, 
It relates to a private matter exclusively. 


der. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


elle 


by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


ABRAHAM LIVINGSTON’S HEIRS. 


named in the ninth article; and it vests in the || 


Mr. PETTIT. Then I had misunderstood its 
purport, and I will withdraw my question of or- 


Mr. WOODSON moved to reconsider the vote 


| the heirs of Abraham Livingston; which was read 

| a first and second time, referred to a Committee 

_of the Whole House, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 


| 
Nancy Bukey, widow of John Bukey; which was MORRIS K. SIMONS. 


Mr. BUFFINTON, from the same committee, 
| also reported a bill for the relief of Morris K. 
Simons, of Jackson county, Texas; which was 
|, read a first and second time, referred to a Com- 
|| mittee of the Whole House, and, with the ac- 
|| companying report, ordered to be printed. 


| 
ADVERSE REPORTS. 
] 
} 


Mr. BUFFINTON, from the same commit- 
tee, also made adverse reports on the followin 
| cases; which were laid on the table, and spleeel 

| to be printed: . 

| Thememorial of David Sayers for bounty land; 
| The memorial of Hugh Ferguson, praying for 
| an amendment to the bounty land laws; and 

|| The petition of George Hall. 
| WENDELL TROUT. 
| 


Mr. PENDLETON, from the same committee, 
neo a bill for the relief of Wendell Trout; 
os 


| 
1ich was read a first and second time. 
Mr. PENDLETON. I am directed by the 

Committee on Military Affairs to ask the House 
|| to put that bill on its passage at this time. 

The bill was read. It directs the proper officer 
|| to issue to Wendell Trout a warrant for one hun- 
|, dred and sixty acres of bounty land for jis ser- 
|| vices as a teamster in the Indian wars of 1793 and 

1794. 

The second section directs the Secretary of the 
| Interior to place the name of the same person on 
the pension roll, from the 4th of March, 1860, at 
the rate of eight dollars per month, to continue 
during his natural life. 

Mr.PENDLETON. Idesiretosay thatacom- 
|} munication from the Commissioner of Pensions, 
] which I hold in my hand, states that the only rea- 
| son why a warrant was not issued in his favor 
was the fact that the rolls of the company were 
burned in 1812. 
| Mr. BURNETT. 
evidence of service? 

Mr. PENDLETON. Yes, sir; the evidence is 
complete. There is an abundance of evidence; 
|| affidavits of halfa dozen different persons proving 
his service. There was no doubt in the minds of 
| the committee, but the proof was not sufficiently 
technical to come within the rules of the Depart- 
ment. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. PENDLETON moved to reconsider the 
vete by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 


SAMUEL A. COLE. 
| 
| 
} 


} 


| 
| 


Is there any satisfactory 


Mr. MORSE, from the Committee on Naval 
| Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Samuel A. 
| Cole, an assistant purser in the Navy; which 
'| was read a first and second time, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the ac- 
|| companying report, ordered to be printed. 


I} ASSISTANT NAVAL ENGINEERS. 


|| Mr. MORSE, from the same committee, made 
|| an adverse report on the memorial of the assist- 
| ant engineers of the United States Navy, askin 

an appropriation for their relief; which was lai 


i 

| on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
ELIAS M. ARCHER. 
| 
| 
| 


|| Mr. CURRY, from the same committee, made 
|| an adverse report in the case of Elias M. Archer; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
| printed. JOHN M’DANIEL. 
Mr. BABBITT, from the Committee on Revo- 
| lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
|| the surviving children of John McDaniel, a sol- 
dier of the Revolution; which was read a first and 
second time, referred toa Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 
SARAH HOWARD. 


Mr. DELANO, from the same committee, re- 











Mr. BUFFINTON, from the Committee on | ported a bill for the reliefof Sarah Howard, widow 
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of James Howard; which was read a first and 
second time, referred toa Committee of the Whole 
Iiouse, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 


SAMUEL REMICK. 


Mr. DELANO, from the same cummittee, also 


made an adverse report on the petition of Samuel 
temick; which was laid upon the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


ABIGAIL HUNTLEY AND OTHERS. 


Mr. DELANO, from the same committee, also | 


mode an adverse report on the petition of Abigail 
Huntley and others, for an increase of pension; 


which was laid upon the table, and ordered to be | 


printed, 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
A message was received from the President, in 
writing, by the hands of his Private Secretary, 
Mr. James Bucnanan. 


NATITANIEL EMERSON. 


Mr. POTTER, from the Committce on Revo- |! 
lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief | 


of the children of Nathaniel Emerson; which was || 


read a first and second time, referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 


MARY HOPPER. 


Mr. POTTER, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill for the relief of Mary Hopper; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with | 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


OBADIAH ILADESTY. 
Mr. POTTER, from the same committee, also | 


of Obadiah Hadesty; which was laid upon the | 
table, and ordered to be printed. | 
MARY DOUGLAS. 
Mr. POTTER. I am directed by the Com- | 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions to report back 
to the House the case of Mary Douglas, and to | 
move that it be referred to the Committee of | 
Claims. 
It was so ordered. 


CLERK FOR COMMITTEE. 


Mr. POTTER. I am directed by the Com- || 


mittee on Revolutionary Pensions to report the | 
following resolution: 

Resolved, Tht the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be authorized to employ a clerk, at the usual compensation 
ot four dollars per diem. | 

Mr. Speaker, I will say in explanation of the | 
resolution, that the accumulation of business be- 
fore the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions is | 
such at this time, and has been such, that the | 
services of a clerk are indispensable. It is abso- | 
lutely necessary, sir, that we should havea clerk 
for some weeks to come, in order that we may 
get our business promptly before the House. I | 

ope that the resolution will pass. 

r. BARKSDALE. I would ask the chair- 
man of the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
whether that committee has had a clerk hereto- 
fore? 


Mr. POTTER. We have not. 


The business 
before the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions | 
has so accumulated, that it is utterly impossible | 
for us to get through with it in time, unless we 
are allowed the services of a clerk; and if we are 
allowed a clerk at this session, there will be no 
necessity, I think, for the employment of a clerk | 
for the committee at the next session. | 

Mr. BARKSDALE. | suggest to the gentle- | 
man from Wisconsin, to limit the time during | 
which the clerk for the committee shall be em- | 
ployed. 

Mr. POTTER, Say, then, for this session. 
Mr. HOUSTON. That is no limitation, for 
that is all the time he could be employed under | 
the resolution. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. If the gentleman | 
from Wisconsin has occasionally need of the ser- | 
vices of a clerk, ] ask him why he does not go to | 
the Clerk’s office, where he will find clerks always | 
ready to write for him. 

Mr: POTTER. Ido not think that we have | 
the right yo call upon the clerics in the Clerk’s | 
office to do the business of committees. 


|| Congress than at former sessions? 


| expenditures of the Government, and 


| 


}| tion, 
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Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Certainly we have 
the right to call for their assistance. I have often 
done it. . 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I understand the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin to say that the committee 
has never hadaclerk. — 

Mr. POTTER. Ido not say that, because I 
do not know. We had no clerk during the last 
Congress. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I was upon the 
committee some years ago, and the committee 
had no clerk then. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I am opposed to the ap- 
= of aclerk for thiscommittee. I believe, 
Mr. Speaker, that the duties of the committee can 
| be discharged without the employment of aclerk. 

If x clerk be now appointed for this committee, it 
will establish a precedent; and hereafter, at the 
commencement of each session of Congress, a 
clerk will be asked for this committee. I believe 
that it would be a useless expenditure of the pub- 
lic money to pass this resolution. I am opposed 
to it. I believe that it ought to be voted down by 
the House, and that a stop ought to be put to the 
employment of clerks by this House. 

With regard to the amount of business which 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions are 
required to discharge, I will say, that Ido not 
know how many bills have been referred to it. 

It seems to me, that if it be necessary for that 

committee to have a clerk now, it was necessary 

heretofore. Why has its business accumulated? 

Whzy has it accumulated more at this session of 
I have never 
served on that committee; but 1 undertake to say, 
| that all the duties it is required to discharge can 

be done withuut a clerk. 

There are several gentlemen here who desire 


a , ~~ || employment, and I would be glad to see them get 
made an adverse report on the petition of the heirs || ployment, and a be gid er 


| it; but, sir, | will not vote to give them employ- 


ment at the expense of this Government unless 
their services are absolutely necessary. 

Mr. Speaker, we have heard much from the 
other side of the House in reference to the heavy 
et they 
are constantly proposing resolutions and bills for 
the purpose of still further swelling those expend- 
itures. I desire, if this resolution is to pass, that 
it shall pass upon the yeas and nays, that it may 
be known who are for these unnecessary outlays 
of the public money and who are not. Let us 
see who they are that will vote unnecessarily to 
| inerease the expenses of the Government. I de- 
| mand the yeas and nays. 

_ Mr. POTTER. Let me say one word. During 
| the last Congress the Committee on Revolution- 
| ary Pensions hal no clerk, and it was utterly im- 
possible to keep the business up. That, sir, ac- 
counts for the great accumulation of business at 
| this session. Gentlemen are aware of the fact that 
cases of revolutionary pension require a great 
| deal of investigation. The papers are voluminous, 
| and much time is consumed in )ooking over them. 
| If it were not absolutely necessary that the com- 
_ mittee should have a clerk in order to the prompt 
| discharge of the public business, I certainly would 
| not ask the House to adopt the pending resolu- 
I call for the previous question. 
| Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to say to the gen- 
_ tleman from Wisconsin, that I question his judg- 
ment and not his motives in the matter. 

Mr. BURNETT. 1 ask the gentleman from 
Wisconsin to permit me to amend his resolution. 
It has been the custom when resolutions have 
been passed for the employment of clerks to pay 
them from the commencement of the session. I 
hope he will accept the amendment. I propose 
_ that the clerk shall be paid only on the statement 
_of the chairman of the committee, with reference 
| to the time he was employed. 
| Mr. POTTER. I am perfectly willing to ac- 


cept that as a modification of my resolution. 

Ir. THOMAS. I hope the chairman of the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions will with- 
draw his demand for the previous question, in 
order that I may say a word or two. Iam amem- 
ber of the committee, and desire to be heard. 

Mr. POTTER. I will withdraw the previous 

| question if the gentleman will renew it. 
| Mr. THOMAS. I will. I will say, Mr. Speak- 
_er, that I have the honor to be a member of the 
| Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 1 think I 
have been pretty faithful in my attendance, and I 
' desire to bear my testimony to this House as to the 


/ 
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rman. If othe 





industry and efficiency of our chai 
members of the committee would second hi 
fort to discharge the public business, wo =e 
have no trouble in getting through with a 
doing it in three weeks. But, unfortunately 4 
one half of the meetings we have held, we |). 
not been able to command a quorum of men ng 
There are some members of that commition vt 
have not, up to this day and hour, shown — 
faces at any of its meetings. That is tho tials 
things. Nine members are appointed to disc nad 
a particular duty, and we have a chairm 
is desirous to ep nig Tip duty-faithfully, bat 
he is not seconded by his committee. He can 
do all the business himself; and the quetion 
submitted to the House now, whether we shall 
appoint a special clerk, and pay him for doine th 
duties which members of the committee ought S 
do, or whether the members who fail to discharge 
their duties ought to be reported to the House 
They are gentlemen with whom I a 
day, and J shall not report them, 

Bat { submit that it Is the true course, as I pe. 
marked to the honorable chairman of the commit- 
tee the other day, to require members to do their 
duty, and not to call for a clerk to perform duties 
which rightfully devolve upon members of the 
committee. Therefore I say that, in my judg. 
ment, we have no use for this clerk. All we'want 
is a committee that will be ready and willing to do 
its duty; and with such a committee we can do ql] 
we have to do in a very few weeks. 

_In conformity to my promise, I call the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. COBB. Do I understand that the resoly- 
tion is modified so as to restrict the employment 
of the cleric to the present session ? 

Mr. POTTER. It is. 

Mr. HOUSTON. You cannot appointa clerk 
to extend beyond the present session any way; 
Seratee that modification does not avail any- 
thing. 

Mr. BURNETT. I want to have it modified, 
so as to limit the pay from the time the resolution 
is passed. 

Mr. POTTER. I stated before, [ think, that 
for two or three weeks past it has been absolutely 
necessary to em ploy a clerk. 

Mr. BURNETT. Very well; with that ex- 
planation going on the record, I waive my ameni- 
ment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Asa matter of course, the 
clerk cannot be paid except upon the certificate of 
the chairman. To modify the resolution soasto 
restrict the employment of a clerk to the present 
session is useless, because that is in the resolution 
already. You cannot employ a clerk for the next 
session, because the committee for that session 
does not exist. 

Mr. ASHMORE. I call for the yeas and nays 
upon the adoption of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 90, nays 56; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 
rain, Aldrich, Alley, William C. Anderson, Ashicy, Beale, 
Bingham, Blair, Blake, Bouligny, Brabson, Brayton, Bris- 
tow, Buffinton, urlingame, Burnham, Carey, Carter, Case, 
Colfax, Corwin, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, Dawes, Delano, 
Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, 
Fenton, Florence, Foster, Fouke, Frank, French, Gooch, 
Gurley, Hale, J. Morrison Harris, Helmick, Hickman, Hil 
Howard, Hutchins, Francis W. Kellogg, William Ke'logs, 
Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Mallory, McKnight, McPherson, 
Millward, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. 
Morris, Morse, Nelson, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Chris- 
topher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Scranton, Spaulding, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, Tappan, Theaker, Tompkins, 
Trimble, Vandever, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn, ee ashburn, Webster, Wells, Wilson, 
WRAYOSaeoees Allen, Thomas L. Anderson, Ashmore, 
Avery, Barksdale, Bocock, Branch, Briggs, Burnett, Jolin 
B. Clark, Cobb, Cooper, Crawford, Curry, Gartrell, Hamil- 
ton, Hardeman, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hawkins, Houston, 
Jenkins, Jones, Larrabee, Logan, Love, Charles D. Martin, 
McClernand, McRae, Millson, Montgomery, Sydenham 
Moore, Niblack, Noell, Pendleton, Phelps, Pugh, Quarles, 
Reagan, Riggs, Kuffin, Rust, Sickles, Singleton, William 
Smith, William N. H. Smith, Stallworth, Stevenson, 
Stokes, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, Underwood, Vallandigham, 
Vance, and Whiteley—56. 


So the resolution was adopted. 
During the vote, 
Mr. MOORHEAD stated that Mr. Hart was 
paired with off with Mr. Hinpman for two weeks. 
Mr. HOARD. I have paired off for to-day 
upon all party votes; and understanding that this 
| is considered as a party vete, I withdraw my vole. 
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1. FLORENCE. This is no party vote, be- | 


yse 1 voted for. it; and nobody will accuse me | 
ca 


of belo 


Hows. \GITH, of Virginia. Because the gen- 


»man from Pennsylvania voted for it, is no proof || 
on ‘tis nota party vote; for that gentleman votes | 
= everything which takes money out of the || 
Treasury - : ; 

Mr. FLORENCE. Every gentleman isrespons- || 
ible to his own constituents for the votes he gives; | 

} 


nging to the party upon the other side of the 


and Iam responsible to mine. The gentleman 
om Virginia is always generous to his own con- 
stituents, but objects to taking money out of the | 
Treasury for the benefit of others. aes 

Mr. THAYER stated that he had paired o 
with Mr. Davipson. ; 

Mr. SCRANTON. I move to dispense with 
the reading of the votes. 

The motion was agreed to. | 

The result was then announced, as above re- | 
- POTTER moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted; and also moved || 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. [ move that the 
House do now adjourn. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. | 


Mr. CURTIS. I ask the gentleman to with- | 
draw his motion for a moment, to allow me to 
make a report from a special committee. 

| 
| 





Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I-withdraw it. 
Mr. CURTIS, from the special committee on || 
the Pacific railroad, submitted a bill, accompanied || 
by a report; which was ordered to be printed, and || 
was recommitted to the committee. 


| 
HALF PAY TO CERTAIN WIDOWS, ETC. | 


Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky, by unanimous |, 
consent, introduced a joint resolution, giving a || 





construction to the second section of the act of | recommended its passage by the House; and ob- | 


February 3, 1853, to continue half pay to certain 


widows and orphans; which was read a firstand for alittletime. ‘The widow of Captain Bowman 
| is very needy. She made great sacrifices to get 


second time, and referred to the Committee on 


1} 


‘evolutionary Pensions. - || even the remains of her husband over to the valley 
RATES OF POSTAGE. || of Wyoming, in the State of Pennsylvania. The 


Mr.COLFAX. The Postmaster General has | 


toads a letter, with the draft of a bill designed to 
correct some mistakes in the Post Office law. I 
ask that the bill and letter be printed, and referred 


sent to the Committee on the Post Office and Post |) 
| 


a SE ap ee ane Spee-ane Pont the objection can be sustained. The bill makes 
AO . | 


The bill amendatory of the laws regulating the 


rate of postage was read a first and second time, || 


referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads, and, with the accompanying letter, | 


ordered to be printed. | 
EMPLOYES OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. BURNETT. I rise to a question of priv- | 
d | Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I had got up for | 
|| the purpose of saying that I withdrew my objec- 


ilege. Some time since I offered a resolution in 
this House calling upon the Clerk of this House, 
the Postmaster of the House, and the Doorkeeper, | 
to report to the House the number of their em- 
ployés respectively, their duties and their salaries. | 
Chat resolution passed the House some time since, | 
butithas not been responded to by the Door- | 
keeper of the House. Te is to me a matter of 

surprise that a resolution calling upon an officer 

of the House for information which this House 

is certainly entitled to, and upon which I propose | 
‘o base legislation, should be treated with silence 
by a gentleman whom we have elected to a sub- 
ordinate position conne¢ted with the House. The 


information is such as is desired by the House; | 
such as we have a right to ask; and yet that res- | 
olution has been treated with silence, if not with 
contempt. Now, sir, lam somewhat at a loss to 


know what course to pursue; but I will offer a 


Mr. SPINNER. I desire to say to the gentle- 
man, that up to the time of the passage of the 
resolution in regard to the compensation of em- 
ployés, who had been continued in office under 
the Doorkeeper, by a resolution of the House, 
‘gainst law, | myself had advised the Doorkeeper 
het to make the report until that matter was de- 
cided, so that he might know what to report. I 
Would state, further, that the report is nearly 
ready, and that it will be in by Monday next. 


r. BU : ; 
offer the se Very well; then I will not 


| severally read a first and second time, and referred | 


|| ically, to the bill being put upon its passage now. 


| state the history of the case. 


|| infantry, on the pension roll, at the rate of thirty 


| 
|| Mr. FLORENCE. I move the previous ques- 


\ || Mr. BURNETT. This is a case in which we 
resolution in reference to the matter. 
| 








RIVERS AND ITARBORS IN MICHIGAN. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan, by unanimous 
consent, introduced the following bills; which were 








to the Committee on Commerce: | 
A bill making an appropriation for the comple- || 
tion of the harbor at the mouth of St. Joseph’s 
river, in the State of Michigan; 
A bill making an appropriation for the comple- | 
tion of the harbor at the mouth of Black river, in | 
the county of Ottawa, in the State of Michigan; | 
A bill making an appropriation for the comple- | 
tion of the harbor at the mouth of Grand river, 
in the State of Michigan; and | 
| 

| 

| 

| 


| 


A bill making an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the harbor at the mouth of Muskegan 
river, in the State of Michigan. 


AGELINA C. BOWMAN. 


Mr. FENTON, from the Committee on Invalid | 
Pensions, reported back, with a recommendation || 
that it do pass, a bill (S. No. 229) for the relief || 
of Angelina C. Bowman, widow of Captain Fran- || 
cis L. Bowman, late a captain in the United || 
States Army; and asked that it be put upon its | 

assage. 1] 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I object, categor- | 


It must first be considered in a Committee of the 
Whole House. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Will the gentleman from 
Virginia permit me to appeal to him and make a 
statement? This bill was passed at the last Con- 
gress. It is for the widow of one of the bravest 
of Pennsylvania’s sons in the Mexican war, who, 
having returned full of honors, was appointed to a || 
position in the Army in Oregon. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 object. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I trust the gentleman will || 
not object. The bill has passed the Senate. The || 
Committee on Invalid Pensions have unanimously 





jection can only have the effect of postponing it | 


case is one of great merit. The bill will pass. It 
is a mere question of time. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Mr. Speaker 
Mr. FLORENCE. I was only going on to 





The SPEAKER. The Chair does not see that 


| no appropriation. The Clerk will read the bill. 

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of 
| the Interior to place the name of Mrs. Angelina C. 
Bowman, widow of the late Captain Francis D. 
Bowman, of the ninth regiment of United States 











| dollars per month, from the 13th of January, 
1859, to continue for life. 


| tion; but I announce, at the same time, that I do | 
not mean to have any more cases of this sort, if |! 
| I can prevent it. I am speaking now in advance, 
| so that no gentleman may suppose my objection | 
| is aimed at him. 

Mr. FENTON. I move the previous question | 
on the third reading of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and, under its operation, 
the bill was read the third time. 








| tion on the passage of the bill. 
Mr. BURNETT. lask the gentleman from | 


Pennsylvania to withdraw the call for the previ- | 
ous question. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I withdraw it. 











: | 
make an exception to the general law now on the | 


| statute-book; and there ought to be, in every bill | 
| granting a pension under such circumstances, a | 
|| provision that the bill shall take effect from its | 
|| passage. It ought not to go back. 
| Mr. FLORENCE. I would state‘that the pen- | 


| 


| sion in this case merely goes back to the time of | 


| 


'| the application; not beyond it. The House passed || ter 


—_ 
| the bill at the last session of Congress, but it | 


failed in the Senate for want of time. sau 
at | 


sion goes back to the date of the application. 
| is the uniform rule. 
\| The question being on the passage of the bill, || 


GLOBE. 


| before the gen 


| 
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Mr. BRANCH. There is no demand for the 
previous question pending now, is there? 
_Mr. FENTON. I demand the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill. 
The SPEAKER. There was no demand for 
the previous aeneae onthe passage of the bill 
ueman from North Carolina rose. 
Mr. BRANCH. I only want to ask whether 
there is any reason why this bill should be given 
a preference over these hundred bills that have 
been reported and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the Private Calendar; whether 
there is any reason why this claimant should 
have the preference over other claimants of the 
same character in cases which the committees have 
had referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House? Is there any particular merit in this case 
that does not belong to the others that have been 











| placed upon the Calendar? Why should we be 


called upon now to pass this bill out of its order, and 
to the exclusion-of these other meritorious cases 
that stand on the Calendar? This is a course 
unusual. The gentleman from Kentucky says it 
introduces a new principle; and we all know that 
when we once pass a bill here that brings in any 
new principle, there are always plenty of claims 
agents hanging around this Capitol who can find 


| and bring forward hundreds of other cases entitled 


to relief on the same principle, and who will make 
their applications and claim relief on the princi- 


| ple thus established. 


Now, I appeal to gentlemen of the House who 


| feel an interest in at least a hundred cases stand- 


ing on the Calendar of the Committee of the Whole 
House, whether they will consume the time of the 
House to-day in passing bills without reference 


| to that committee, or whether they will not give 
|| to this bill and all others the direction which other 


bills have taken. We can then resolve ourselves 
into a Committee of the Whole House, and take 
up the Private Calendar in its regular order. 

If it be in order, I move that this bill be referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 
vate Calendar. 

Mr. FENTON. I demand the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill; but best, I will ask, 
for the information of gentlemen, to have the re- 
port read. [Cries of ‘* Oh, no; we do not desire 
it read !’”] 

Mr. FLORENCE. I could answer the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, if I had the opportu- 
nity, and tell him why thiscase requires the special 
consideration of the House at this time. 1 could 
tell him that this widow is here, asking justice at 
the hands of Congress. I could tell him that no 
claims agent has any connection with the case. I 
could tell him that her homestead in the valley of 
Wyoming is now under execution for debt. And 
1 could tell him that the husband of this lady sac- 
rificed his life in his country’s service; and now, 
his widow comes and asks for justice at our 
hands. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. ‘ 

Mr. BRANCH. I call for the yeas and nays, 
in order to test who will vote to give one case a 
preference over others. 

Mr. BURNETT. 1 desire to know whether it 
is in order to move to refer the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes not. 

Mr. BURNETT. Then I move to lay the bill 
on the table. 

Mr. WHITELEY. | move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the motion to lay 
the bill on the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


The question then recurred on the passage of 
| the bill. 


Mr. BRANCH. I rise toa privileged question. 
I move that the House resolve itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar. 

Several Memzers. You cannot do that. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order 


|| after the main question has been ordered. 


| Mr. BRANCH. My object was to get at the 


| widows who are on the Private Calendar. [Laugh- 


The bill was then passed. 

Mr. FENTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
he latter motion was agreed to. 
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Mr. NIBLACK. I move that the House ad- 


journ. 
The motion was not agreed to. 


NICHOLAS UNDERIILL. 


ER 


Mr. FENTON, from the same committee, re- | 


ported back Senate bill No. 182, for the relief of 
Nicholas Underhill: which was referred toa Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 
MRS. A. E. CHILD. 
Mr. FENTON, from the same committee, re- 


»norted back Senate bill No. 108, for the relief of || 
Mrs. A. E. Child; which was referred to a Com- |, 


mittee of the Whole House; and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 


NATHAN WHITMAN. 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Thomas L. Harris, without saying that it is ex- 
traordinary legislation. It is asking us to pass 
such a measure without any report from a com- 
mittee, without any proof as to whether he died 
of disease contracted while in the military service 


of the country, or anything of that kind—asking | 


us, upon the mere reading of the bill, to pass it 
through this House. For one, I cannot do it; 


and hence I call upon the gentleman who reported | 
the bill to show what reasons there are why we || 


should pass it. 


Mr. WHITELEY. 


|| Harris stated himself that the disease of which 


he died was contracted in Mexico. 


Mr. McCLERNAND., 


4 about that. : 


Mr. FENTON, from the same committee, re- | 
ported a bill granting a pension to Nathan Whit- | 


man; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 


printed. 
HERMAN J. EMLE. 


Mr. FENTON, from the same committee, re- 
sorted a bill granting a pension to Herman J. 
Ehle: which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered t& be 
printed. 

THOMAS BOOTII. 


Mr. FENTON, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill granting a pension to Thomas Booth; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


PRENTICE GHAMPLAIN. 


Mr. FENTON, from the same committee, re- 
reported a bill granting a pension to Prentice 
Champlain; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying ‘report, or- 
dered to be printed. 


MARY J. HARRIS. 


reported a bill granting a pension to Mary J. Har- 
ris, widow of Colonel Thomas L. Harris; which 
was read a first and second time. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Iam directed by the com- 
mittee to ask the House to pass the bill ut this 
time. 
merits. Colonel Harris was a member of this 
House in the last Congress. 

The bill was read. It directs that the name of 
Mary J. Harris, widow of Colonel Thomas L. 
Harris, be placed on the pension roll, at the rate 


of the half pay of a colonel, commencing on the || 


Ist day of January, 1859, to continue during her 
natural life. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 
acter was passed by this House at the last ses- 
sion of the last Congress, and was only lost in 
the Senate for want of time to consider it. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I demand the previous 
question. 

Mr. BURNETT. 


the previous question. | was recognized by the 
Speaker, and was entitled to the floor before the 
gentleman called the previous question. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
having reported the bill; but I will withdraw my 
demand for the previous question at the gentle- 
man’s request. 

Mr. BURNETT. There is no man in this 
House who has a higher respect for the memory 
of the late Thomas L. Harris than myself; no 
man here who regretted his carly loss more deeply 
than myself; no one who will remember longer 
than myself his virtues as a man and his services 
to the country, either in the field of battle or in 
this Representative Hall; none who will longer 
pay tribute to his memory than myself, among 
those who served with him upon this floor. But, 
sir, I cannot, asa Representative of my district— 
as a member of this fens of Representatives—in 
my place here, permit a bill to be reported from 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions asking that 
we shall place upon the roll of pensioners, with 
the half pay of a colonel, the widow of the late 


Mr. BURNETT. There is nothing before us 
to show it. Letthe proof be made out, and there 


sooner than myself. 
| Mr. ADRAIN. 


had it from his own lips. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I will answer the 
gentleman from Kentucky, if I have the floor. 
Mr. BURNETT. No, sir; I do not yield the 


floor. 


Mr. CURTIS. The conduct of Major Harris || 


is a part of the history of the country, and there 
is no necessity for any report here in this case. 
Mr. McCLERNAND. By the permission of 
my friend from Kentucky, I will add a word or 
two to what has already been said in relation to 
this bill. I had the honor of an early and long 
acquaintance with my predecessor in this House, 
Major Harris, and take great pleasure in stating, 


| whatthis House, ormany of its members, know to | 


be true, that he wasa gallant soldier in war, and an 


| eminentstatesman in peace. He served his coun- 


try faithfully and courageously in the Mexican 


war, and also for many years asa member of this || 
House. He died,sir,inthe service of hiscountry, || 


|| esteemed and lamented by all who knew his virtues 


_andnoble qualities. [hadan opportunity of know- 


| ing, and will state the fact, that he contracted the 


Every gentleman is acquainted with its | 


disease which eventuated in his death during his 


man of delicate and frail constitution, and having 


exposed himself to the extreme hardships of a for- | 


eign war, hisconstitution became undermined. At 
the battle of Cerro Gordo he distinguished himself 
by his skill and valor. -Wherever danger was to 
| be found, there he wastobe found. When he re- 
turned from this field of his glory his constitution 
was shattered and broken, and from that time until 
he paid the great debt of nature he was a dying 


/man—known to be so by all who were conversant 


A bill of this char- || 


l appeal to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania to withdraw his demand for | 


I was entitled to the floor, 


| passed here and now. 


| pardon. 


| with his condition. 
|. Mr. BURNETT. 1 wish to ask the gentleman 
from Illinois one question. If the facts are as he 
states, this lady is entitled toa pension under the 
general law; and why has not the application been 
granted at the Pension Office? 
| Mr. MecCLERNAND. My answerto the ques- 
tion of the gentleman is, that this is an excep- 
_ tional case, addressing itself with great emphasis 
to the sense of justice as well as to the generosity 
| of the House. It is such a case as ought not to 
be subjected to the technical forms prescribed at 
the Pension Office. It is a case that ought to be 
One more remark, and I 
will take my seat. Major Harris died a poor 
man—comparatively a poor man. His widow is 
a very interesting lady—a native of Maryland, I 
believe. 

Mr. BURNETT. I know her. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. She has a family de- 
pendent upon her for support, relying on her for 
the means of education. In short, hers is sucha 
case as cannot be rejected here, as I think, with- 
out reproach to ourselves. I now move the pre- 
vious question 

Mr. BURNETT. I think I have the floor, 
and the gentleman from Illinois has no right to 
call for the previous question. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Iask the gentleman’s 
I made the demand inadvertently, and 
now withdraw it. 

Mr. BURNETT. I have but this to say in 
conclusion. All that the gentleman from Illinois 
has said of the widow of the late Colonel Harris 
is true. I have the honor to know her. She isa 
lady. There is no man who would go further to 


I understand that Major | 


There is no doubt | 


is not a man in the House who will vote for it | 


I will say to the gentleman || 
that Major Harris told me that he contracted a |) 


|| disease i ico that was wearing out hislife. I 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be disease in Mexico the eaEy 


|| service in the Mexican war. Naturally he was a | 
Mr. FLORENCE, from the same committee, || 





April 13, 


eee 
| aid the family of Thomas L. Harris than | 
provided I could do so consistently with m d 
| as a Representative of the people. Believey “y 
|| L honestly do, that a bill of this character rh . 
|| upon the ground that it is put upon, aed wa 
_ general law on the statute-book, is wrone wh , 
_ ever may be the opinion of others and beliewns 
| that it ought not to pass, I shall vote again ing 
I call for the previous question. —_— 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I hope the gent) 
/ man will withdraw the call for the previous oa 
tion. As I introduced this measure, | ah 
right to be heard upon it. At the last sesgio, ; 
_ bill similar to this passed the House unanimous} ° 
as I have already stated, and was lost in the Se. 
ate for the want of time. There is no Sele 
that Colonel Harris died of a disease contracted 
in Mexico when in the discharge of military dy; 
While I do not desire, on this occasion, to sean 
| eulogy upon his character—I have heretofor 
expressed myself fully in regard to his virtues 
and his worth—I do not regard it as fair oy the 
|| part of the gentleman from Kentucky to force the 
|| previous qt and thus prevent me from ro. 
|| plying to his objections, which 1 am sure I can do 
|| fully and satisfactorily. It is due to the widow 
|| and family of the deceased that I should. 
| Mr. BURNETT. I insist on my demand for 
1] 
| 
| 


would, 


the previous question. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. The gentleman from 
Kentucky has made a speech against the bill, and 
now calls the previous 
| would seem, to have the 
| 


uestion; unwilling, it 
ill explained, and his 
objections answered. 
everal Mempers.* We will pass it. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. ery well; that is 
all I want; and I will say no more. 
The previous eo was seconded, and the 
|| main question ordered. 
‘| The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
|| a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
| ingly read the third time. 

Mr. FLORENCE demanded the previous ques- 
|| tion on the passage of the bill. 
|| The previous question was seconded, and the 
| main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof, the bill was passed. 

Mr. FLORENCE moved to reconsider the vote 
|| by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
|| table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM TIE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate by Mr. 
|| Hickey, their Chief Clerk, notifying the House 
that that body had passed an act (S. No. 369) 
| for the protection of the fisheries upon the Poto- 
| mac river in the District of Columbia; and anact 
| (S. No. 344) to amend an act entitled ‘ An act to 
|| establish a criminal court in the District of Co- 
| lumbia,’’ in which “he was directed to ask the 
| concurrence of the House. 
| Also, thatthe Senate had passed, without amend- 
|| ment, House bill No. 213, to incorporate the Uni- 
|| ted States Agricultural Society. 
|| Also, that the Senate had passed, with amend- 
|| ment, House bill No. 34, confirming certain land 


|| entries under the thirty-second section of the act 





| 





| of 3d of March, 1855, entitled ** An act making 
appropriation for the service of the Post Office 
Department during the fiscal year ending 30th of 
June, 1856.’’ 


MRS. ANNE M. SMITH AND OTHERS. 


Mr. SICKLES. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions to report back Senate 
bill No. 73, for the relief of Mrs. Anne M. Smith, 
widow of the late Brevet Major General Persiler 
F. Smith; Mrs. Harriet B. Macomb, widow of 

| Major General Alexander Macomb; and Mrs. 

Arabella Riley, widow of Brevet Major General 

Riley, with an amendment. I ask that the bill be 

now put upon its passage. 

Mi. BRANCH. Itt be in order, I will move 
that the House resolve itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. SICKLES. I have the floor. 1 will ex- 
plain the bill and proposed amendment. The re- 
| port which accompanies the bill is somewhat 
| voluminous. There are three pensions included 
in this bill. The first one, that to Mrs. Anne M. 
Smith, widow of General Persifer F. Smith, 's 
'| made to date from the time of the decease of Gen- 


| 
| 
| 








| 
| 
| 
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I would, wit gmith. That is in aceprdance with all the | in fulfilling a contract for supplying the United | lands set apart for the use of certain half-breed 
my duty acts o& Congress of asimilar character. The same || States troops at Plattsburg with fresh beef in the |! Kansas In ians in Kansas Territory; 
mines as rovision — ee eee — pA ot which was referred to the Committee || _— (No. 640) for the reliefof Wendell Trout; 
er, ba: ion to rs. ’ . ° ' anc 
id wane a Paes, Mrs. General Brown, Mrs. General Jones, Mr. GRIMES presented a petition of citizens A bill (No. 656) to grant a pension to Mary I. 
12, what. and many others, which I need not detain the |, of lowa, praying the establishment of a mail route || Harris, widow of Co!onel Thomas L. Harris, 
believin House by mentioning. In the case of Mrs.Gen- || from Forest City to Otranto,in that State; which || deceased. 
Sainst it val Riley and Mrs. General Macomb, included || was referred to the Committee on the Pest Office || The message further announced that the House 

re Senate bill, adiscrimination was made, and and Post Roads. Y 4 | had passed the following bills and joint resolu- 
le gentle. their pensions were made to date from the passage || Mr. KENNEDY presented the memorial of |, tions of the Senate: 
US ques. of the act; and the office of the amendment isonly || William T. Kendall, praying indemnity for prop- || A bill (No. 42) for the relief of the heirs and 
slaim the « put them all on the same footing, and make | erty seized and confiscated by the alleged author- |, legal representatives of Mark Elisha; 
Session a them all correspond with the previous acts which || ity of the British Government, and for the value A bill (No. 229) for the relief of Angelina C. 
imously, have been passed by Congress: that they shall | of guano on an island claimed under the act of || Bowman, widow of Francis L. Bowman, late cap- 
the Sen. jate from the time of the decease of the officers. | August 18, 1856; which was referred to the Com- || tain in the United States Army; 
0 doubt “The amendmentis to strike out the words ‘‘ from || mittee on Foreign Relations. a | A joint resolution (No. 24) for the compensa- 
pntracted the passage of the act,’’ and to insert in lieu of it || Mr. BIGLER presented the petition of Mary tion of Rev. R. R. Richards, late chaplain to the 
ry duty, the words, ‘* from the date of the decease of their || A. Bérault, heir and legal representative of the late || United States penitentiary, District of Columbia; 
(0 pass a husbands respectively.’’ I demand the previous || Joseph Wheaton, a lieutenant in the revolution- || and _ ' 
cretofore question. | ary war, praying to be allowed the half pay prom- || Ajoint resolution (No. 4) to allow a credit to 
S Virtues Mr. BRANCH. Is it in order to move that the || ised by Congress to those who should serve to the || certain disbursing officers therein named. 
r on the House resolve itself into a Committee of the || end of the war; which was referred to the Com- || The message further announced that the House 
force the Whole House on the Private Calendar? mittee on Revolutionary Claims. __ || had disagreed to the amendments of the Senate to 
from re- Mr. SICKLES. I have the floor. He also presented the petition of John L. Kis- || the amendment of the House of Representatives 
‘T can do Mr. BRANCH. Not after you have called the || sick, a gunner’s mate, injured by the explosion || to the bill of the Senate (No. 192) authorizing the 
€ widow srevious question. } on board the United States steam frigate Princeton, || corporation of Washington city to make a loan 
: Mr. LONGNECKER. I move that the bill be |! in 1844, praying a pension; which was referred || and issue stock for $200,000 for building a market- 
mand for referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. to the Committee on Pensions. || house. 2 

Mr. SICKLES. I have the floor. Mr. WILSON presented the petition of John || BILLS INTRODUCED. 

nan from Mr. BRANCH. Wheneverthegentleman yields || L. Sullivan, praying that the Pacific and other || Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con 
bill, and the floor, I want to move that the House resolve || railroads in our country may be constructed from || Sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


illing, it 
» and hig 


itself into a Committee of the Whole House. 
Mr.SICKLES. I call forthe previous question. 
Mr. BRANCH. I now claim the floor. The 


the proceeds of the mineral lands of the United 
States, upona plan presented in his petition; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 


| 408) for the more effectual suppression of the slave 
| trade; which was read twice by its title, and or- 


_ dered to lie on the table, and be prone. 
Mr. WIGFALL presented the petition of Sarah ||} Mr. SEBASTIAN asked, and by unanimous 
end he cannot retain the floor further. | F. Anderson, widow of the late Thomas P. An- | consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint reso- 
The SPEAKER. That is so. derson, a surgeon in the Texas navy, praying | lution (S. No. $1) explanatory of the eighth 
Mr.STEVENSON. Ifthe gentleman will yield | relief; which was referred to the Committee on |, Section of the act of Congress, approved February 


1s th gentleman has called for the previous questjon, 
> hat is 


, and the 














to me, I will move thatthe House do now adjourn. || Naval Affairs. | 28, 1859; which was read twice by its tide, and 
and read Mr. BRANCH. I yield for that purpose. Mr. SLIDELL presented a petition of registers || referred to the Committee on Finance. 
$ accord- Mr. SICKLES. Iappeal to the gentleman from |; and receivers of the land offices in the Territories || REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. cf 
Kentucky not to press the motion to adjourn now, || of Kansas and Nebraska, praying the reimburse- |} Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Revolu- \F 
Us ques- but, if it be the desire to adjourn, that I shall be || ment of money paid by them for clerk hire, rent, || tionary Claims, to whom was referred the memo- Shy 
allowed to enter a motion to recommit the bill, to || and fuel; which was referred to the Committee on || rial of Elizabeth Landsdale and Maria M. Fox, Lt ie 
and the keep it before the House. ' || Public Lands. || heirs of General Stephen Moylan, submitted a at 
eration Mr.STEVENSON. If the gentleman will agree | He also presented the petitiqn of Charles H. || report, accompanied by a bill (8. No. 409) for the ahs 
torefer the bill toa Committee ofthe Whole House, || Hyde, praying the reimbursement of expenses || relief of the heirs of General Stephen Moylan, of ir, 
the vote I will yield for that purpose. I am opposed to | inbartee in deepening the channel of the South- |) the Revolution. The bill was read, and passed to ed 
) moved any sort of discrimination in favor of one of these !| west Pass of the Mississippi river, under a con- || a second reading; and the report was ordered to bi 
pon the claims bills over another. I think that it is unjust || tract with the United States; which was referred | be printed. ty 
to single out particular widows and particular men || to the Committee on Commerce. | Mr. DURKEE, from the Committee on Pen- al 
to pass their claims, when there are others stand- Mr. HUNTER presented papers in relation to || sions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. i 
ing upon the Calendar, equally as meritorious, || the claim of the administrator of P. M. Taliaferro || 318) for the relief of Andrew E. Marshall, re- Ai 
which are forgotten. to the half pay for life promised by the resolves || ported it without amendment. i j 
> by Mr. Mr. BRANCH. That is sound, good sense. ||. of Congress; which were referred to the Commit- || Mr. POWELL, from the Committee on Pen- Oe 
e House Mr. STEVENSON. I move that the Hoyse |! tee on Revolutionary Claims. || sions, to whom was referred the petition of citi- ial 
Vo. 369) adjourn. || Mr. HALE. I desire to present to the Senate || zens of Upper Tulpehocken, Pennsylvania, pray- rhea 
he Poto- he motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at || a petition of the People’s Pacific Railroad Com- || ing a pension for Michael Lauck, reported ad- ae 
id an act twenty minutes past four o’clock, p.m.) the House || pany, in which they represent that they have ob- || versely thereon. 3 bag 
in act to adjourned until Monday. | tained a charter from the State of Maine, and |} He also, from the same committee, to whom LH a 
t of Co- | ropose to procecd to make application to the | was referred the bill (HH. R. No. 600) for the re- bi ee 
ask the IN SENATE | ccllaats of California for leave to go through || lief of the children and heirs of Alexander Mont- a 
. : the territory of California; and they ask Congress | gomery, asked to be discharged from its further Lf 
tamend- Monpay, April 16, 1860. | to grant them leave to go through the public lands 1] consideration, and that it be referred to the Com- | ‘ 
the Uni- Prayer by Rev. Joun Cuamnens, of Philadel- || of the United States, and to make them such ap- | mittee on Revolutionary Claims; which was | if d 
hia. | propriation of lands as in the judgment of Con- || agreed to. . ee 
amend- The Journal of Friday last was read and ap- gress the public interests may require. The plan || He also, from the same committee, to whom a4 
ee proved. is novel, and I can say for the enterprising pro- ! was referred the bill (H.R. No. 269) granting a Pat 
a - EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. oan oe . that ine on eerenarens str | ae See oe ee aw We 
st Office The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- || 1°, ‘he road. ‘It is not an appeal to great cap. || Mr. TEN EYCK, from the Committee on Rev- Hid 
30th of ate a report of the Secre of the Nav com- || buil the road. 18 not an app & ap |) 7 tage 
30th 0 mulitenli , , tary y: || italists, but to the people at large by subscrip- | olutionary Claims, to whom was referred the ah 
aeeeie ee obedience to law, an abstract of ti f small sums ask that the petition be || petition of the heirs of Lieutenant Charles Web- 1 4 
offers for furnishing naval supplies, coming under || ONS of sm . ner ae oe d dies Wd 
. the cogniz, f the b f vards and dock received and referred to the Committee on Public || ber, of the revolutionary war, asked to be dis ee 
for the ance of the bureau of yards and docks, Lands, as I believe we have no Pacific railroad || charged from its further consideration; which was bg 
e Com- or the year ending June 30, 1860, and a list of ee recees ait 
— dered to lic onthe cake Careaus which was or- |) “NF. GWIN. _I suggest to the Senator that it | "Mr. THOMSON, from the Committee on Pen- ats 
mit . 4 . : : > . iti y la 
rn ‘ ni and printed. All the projects | sions, to whom was referred the petition of Nathan bia’ 
Peraifer fro NER San Were. ccs: ener | a ni eciae callaved on on the table cali the | Wilkins and others, praying that the heirs of the ri 4 
idow of a ¢ President laid on the table a few days | Calendar. Let them all come u together. | militiaof the Indian wars and of the war of 1812 45) 
id Bs. aud: aan. ao somnemien of the Delite, WES | Mr. HALE. This is pailalby rinted now, || may be placed on the same footing in regard to a4 
General West inds SOMMER CF a guane ielind in the but, if it be more agreeable to the Senator from | bounty land as those who served in the war with He 
naes the be. ee eee ree, move Gat California I will move that it lie on the table and || Mexico, asked to be discharged from its further veg 
aren peg to t eee a ieee in refer- he nenhted, coneleneetes 298 ae it pe be aren to oa 1h 
| ' Ss “a : | mittee on Public Lands; which was agreed to. He 
nittee of ee PRESIDENT. That motion will | erry eee er re : | Mr. CLAY, from the Committee Pensions, Hi 4 
= S “SO on Printing. ; MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. | to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 277) Hit 
will ex- ‘ ER. I believe they are printed, as A message from the House of Representatives, | for the relief of Webster S. Steele, reported ad- 8 
The re- & matter of course on motion. Are they not? : : i 
The VICE PRESI y by Mr. Hayes, Chief Clerk, announced that the || versely thereon. : i 
mewhat go to the . E DENT. The motion must ea had passed the following bills, in which || He also, from the same committee, to whom * 
ncluded ©Vommittee on Printing, under the rules. the concurrence of the Senate was requested: | was referred the bill (H. R. No. 314) for the re- tae 
nne M. PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. A bill (No. 627) for the relief of the widow and || lief of Emma A. Wood, widow of the late Brevet ¥ "i 
of ‘Ge Mr. WADE presented the petition of Henry || other heirs of William Higgins, deceased; | Major George W. F. Wood, of the United States + 


» Praying indemnity for losses sustained || A bill (No. 637) to settle the titles to certain || Army, reported it without amendment. 
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Mr. CLAY. The Committee on Pensions, to 
whom was referred the petition of Mary B. Hook, 
widow of the late Colonel James H. Hook, of the 
United States Army, praying of Congress a pen- 
sion for services ranted be him to the Govern- 
ment, have instructed me to report that they can- 
not recommend the prayer of the petitioner for a 
pension; but they are peas that she is en- 
iitled, according to the legislation of Congress in 
similar cases heretofore, to some compensation 
for the extraordinary services rendered by her 
husband to the Government, which, according to 
the evidence exhibited, saved the Government 
near a million dollars. They, therefore, have 
instructed me to move that the papers be referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. 


R. No. 224) for the relief of W. Y. Hansell, the | 


heirs of W. H. Underwood, und the representa- 
tives of Samuel Rockwell, reported it without 
amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the report of the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, furnishing an estimate of the 
amount required for the expense of holding coun- 
cils with certain Indian tribes on the plains and 


in the State of Minnesota, reported in favor of | 
printing the report; which was agreed to. He | 


notified Senators that when the Indian appropria- 
tion bill came up, he would offer an amendment 
in conformity with this estimate. 


REVISION OF THE REVENUE LAWS. 


Mr. BIGLER submitted the following resolu- | 


tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
revenue laws as to provide that goods shipped at any for- 
eign port, destined tor any port in the United States, may 
be transferred from the vessel in which they were first 
shipped to any vessel destined for another port in the Uni- 
ted States, without passing through the custom-house, 
under such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury 
may prescribe. 


PROPOSED RECESS. 


Mr. HALE. With the consent of the Senate, |! 


I ask leave to offer a resolution: 


Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives 
concurring,) That the Speaker of the House of Representa- 


tives and President of the Senate adjourn their respective | 


flouses on Wednesday, the 18th of April instant, to Tues- 
day, the 22d of May next. 


If there is no objection, I ask for the present | 
consideration of the resolution, 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
no objection. 

Mr. GWIN. I object. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I suggest to the Senator 
from California to let us decide this question now. 


The Chair hears 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator | 


from California withdraw his objection? 

Mr. GWIN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. GRIMES. I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the resolu- 
tion must lie over. 

LEMUEL WORSTER. ~* 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I rise to a privileged 
question, which is, to enter a motion to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill for the relief of Lem- 
uel Worster was*passed at the last session of the 
Senate. Iam not acquainted with the merits of 


the bill, not being a member of the Committee on | 


Pensions; but I make the motion at the instance 
of my colleague, who does not give that bill his 
sanction. He says he is desirous to explain to 
the Senate the reasons why it should not receive 
the sanction of the body. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion will 
be entered. The Senator docs not desire its con- 
sideration now. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. No, sir. | only desire 
it to be entered. 


>. 
WASHINGTON MARKET-HOUSE. 
Mr. BROWN. Senate bill No. 192, in refer- 


ence to the erection of the market-house in this | 


city, has been returned from the House of Rep- 


resentatives with a non-concurrence in the Senate | 


amendments to the House amendment. I move 
that the Senate insist on its amendments and ask 


for a conference on the disagreeing votes of the | 


two Houses, 
The motion was agreed to. 
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On motion of Mr. BROWN, the Vice Presi- 
dent was authorized to appoint the committee of 
conference. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Bremawan, his Secretary, an- 
nounced that the President had approved and 
signed, on the ]3th instant, the following acts: 

' An act (S. No. 78) for the relief of Francis 
Hiittman; 


Anact (S. No. 79) for the relief of Tench Tilgh- 
man; and 

An act (S. No. 306) to settle the titles to lands 
along the boundary line between the States of 
Georgia and Florida. 


|| CONTUMACIOUS WITNESSES. 


Mr. MASON. Mr. President, the Sergeant-at- 
Arms, to whom was directed the warrant of the 
Senate dated on the 15th of February, 1860, di- 
recting that he should arrest and bripg to the bar 


of the Senate a certain John Brown, junior, of the 

|| State of Ohio, has, by his deputy, Matthew John- 
son, the marshal of the United States forthe north- 
ern district of Ohio, made a return which, in the 
opinion of the Sergeant—and I concur in it—may 

| require the further action of the Senate. Iask that 

| the return be read, and I will then base a motion 
on it. 


The Secretary read the return, as follows: 


The within warrant was received byme on the 19th of 
February, 1860, and steps immediately taken by me to serve 
|| the same. I ascertained that the said Brown was in the 
|| county of Ashtabula, Ohio, where he still remains; and who, 

| with his friends, constantly bearing aris, proclaim and de- 
clare that he shall not be arrested, and defy the authorities. 

That Owen Brown, brother of said John, and one Coppic, 
| being fugitives from justice from the State of Virginia, are 
, now with the said John Brownin Ashtabulacounty. They, 
_ with the said John Brown, say that there is no safety in 
| Canada, or any section of the United States except in Ash- 

tabula county, where there isa secret and armed organiza- 
tion numbering several hundred, to oppose and resist, as they 
and their associates declare, unto death, every effort that 
| may be made from any quarter, and especially by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, to arrest them or either of 
them. Supposing that I have no authority to call out an 
armed force to execute said writ, I am compelled to return 
the same not executed, for the reasons above stated. With- 
out the employment q@ an armed force, said John Brown 
cannot be arrested. Should authority be given me to call 
out the necessary force, I have no doubt of my ability to 
make his arrest and compel a compliance with the law. 
M. JOHNSON. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2d day of April, 
1860. H. O. WILLSON, 
Jnited States District Judge. 


Mr. MASON. I ask~that the Secretary will 
read the indorsement upon the warrant, by which 
the authority of the Sergeant was deputed to Mat- 
thew Johnson. 

The Secretary read the deputation, as follows: 

Senate CnamBer, February 16, A. D. 1860. 

I do appoint, and hereby empower, Matthew Johnson to 
serve this warrant, and to exercise all the authority in re- 
lation thereto, with which [ am vested by the foregoing. 


D. R. McNAIR, 
Sergeant-at-.4rms of the Senate of the United States. 


| 
Mr. MASON. It is my purpose to move to 


|| refer the warrant, with its return, to the Commit- 
|| tee on the Judiciary, along with this other war- 
| rant, which, coming from the Sergeant, I in like 
|| manner present to the Senate. It is the warrant 
|| from the Senate, directing the Sergeant-at-Arms 
to arrest and bring to the bar of the Senate a cer- 
'| tain F. B. Sanborn, of the State of Massachusetts. 
‘| Task that the deputation of authority upon the 
|| back of the warrant may be read, and the return 
| of the deputy of the Sergeant. 

} The Secretary read, as follows: 

i} 


Senate Cuamber, February 16, A. D. 1860. 
I do appoint, and hereby empower, Silas Carleton to serve 
|| this warrant, and to exercise all the authority in relation 
|, thereto, with which I am vested by the foregoing. 
| D. R. McNAITR, 
Sergeant-at-.Irms of the Senate of the United States. 


i Boston, 4pril 3, 1860. 
|| Unrrep States or America, as 
Massachusetts District, F 
Pursuant to the annexed warrant, I did, on the 3d day of 
April current, proceed to Concord, in the county of Mid- 
diesex and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, for the pur- 
ae of arresting the body of the within-named F. B. San- 
orn, and went to the house of said Sanborn a few minutes 
after eight o’clock, p. m., but did not find him within. After- 
wards, on the same day, between the hours of nine and ten 
, o’clock, p. m., Lagain went to his house, when, upon knock- 
ing at the door, he opened it, and I thereupon entered and 
intormed him that I had a warrant from the Senate of the 
United States for his arrest, and accordingly arrested him. 
He requested to see the warrant, and it was shown to him. 
He then requested the same to be read, and one of my as- 
‘| sistants then began to read the same. He declined going 


A . 
, pril 16, 
j ic, 
2 — and told a female, who [ am informed was his 
» to go and call some person, naming him, but w 
name I do not now recollect, and she immediately Whose 
out of the door crying murder. [ then informed jij rushed 
would not resist, but would go quietly, no force one 
used; and in substance, (because I cannot now re = be 
exact words,) told him he should have ample time toe = 
clothing. He immediately threw up his arms wit) vicler > 
and exclaimed, “ never; no, never.”” He was then told tha 
handcuffs must be put upon him, which I then did 7: 
was then taken from the house and the attempt was. . 
to place him in a carriage, he resisting all the em ene 
continuing to cry murder. » and 

As soon as I had got into the street, I found a crowd h 
collected, who pressed upon me and my assistants ad 
started the horses by whipping them, as I was informed, 
using abusive language and threatening personal violenee 
to me and my assistants, such as “knife them.» « a 
them,” * cut their harnesses,” and like expressions : Sa : 
born all the while, by words and gestures, exciting the crema 
to resistance, exhibiting the irons on his hands, and saying, 
‘will you allow a citizen of Massachusetts to be take’ 
away??? and using other exciting language. At this time 
the bells of the town were ringing as if for a fire. The 
crowd demanded that Sanborn should be released from his 
irons ; and he was then and a number of times told by ne 
that if he would cease his resistance, the irons should be 
immediately taken off. This he repeatedly refused. ‘The 
crowd then asked for the reading of the warrant, and were 
told if a light were brought it should be read. ‘The light 
was brought, and it was read. While the crowd were stil] 
pressing upon me and my assistants, and continuing their 
abusive language and threats, John B. Moore. a eputy 
sheriff within and for said county of Middlesex, arrived 
with a writ of habeas corpus, a copy of which writ is hereto 
annexed, marked ‘‘A”’ in the copy of the record hereto an- 
nexed and made a part of this my return, and the same was 
read tome. I then informed the said Moore if he woulg 
give me a copy that said Sanborn should be at once given 
upto him. ‘The deputy sheriff then-called upon the crowd 
for assistance, and forcibly took said Sanborn from my eus- 
tody, and afterwards gave me a copy of said writ. T had 
with me three assistants, for the reason that said Sanborn 
had repeatedly and openly declared, as I was informed and 
believe, that he would resist any attempt to arrest him. | had 
been to Concord in the day time on two previous occasions 
for the pu e of serving said warrant, and had been un- 
able to find said Sanborn, as the appearance of.a stranger 
in that town excited suspicions. I was, therefore, obliged 
to goin the evening. I cannot produce the said Sanbom 
| before the honorable Senate in obedience to the within 
precept, for the reason that he was taken from my custody 
as abuve stated, upon the said writ of habeas corpus. 

I appeared before the justices of the supreme judicial 
court, ay the time and place in said writ named, to wit: on 
the 4th day of said April, and made thereto the return or 
answer, a copy of which is hereto annexed, marked “ B” 
| in the said annexed copy of the record of the proceedings 

upon said writ of habeas c before said court, and by 
| any counsel prayed the said court to dismiss said writ and 
remand the said Sanborn into my custody, under and by 
virtue of the said warrant of the Senate ; and the said court 
after a full hearing of the said Sanborn by his attorneys, and 
of myself by my attorneys, Charles L. Woodbury and Mil- 
ton Andros, Esquires, did order and direct that the said San- 
born be discharged from my said arrest, for the reasons set 
forth in the record, a copy whereof is hereto annexed, as 
| part of this my return as aforesaid. I therefore now retum 
| this the said warrant, without further service. 


SILAS CARLETON. 





Clerk’s Office, Circuit Court, 


Unitep States or AMERICA, 

$8: 
| Massachusetts District, 
| 


Boston, -fpril 11, 1860. 
Personally appeared the above-named Silas Carleton, and 
| made solemn oath that the foregoing return by hiin signed 


| is true. 
| Before me H. W. FULLER, 
| Clerk of said court, and Justice of the Peace, Suffolk county. 


| Mr. MASON. A copy of the record of the 
| proceedings on the habeas corpus is made a part of 
| the return. I do not know that it will be neces- 





| sary to read it to the Senate, unless some Senator 
should desire it; but amongst the proceedings, 1s 
the actual judgment of the court in Massachu- 
setts upon the question submitted in the habeas 
corpus, and perhaps it may be as well to read that. 
‘I do notask for the reading of it, because my pur- 
pose is to refer the subject without debate to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. SUMNER. I would suggest that all these 
— be printed. 
| r. MASON. They are to be referred to the 
| Committee on the Judiciary. I see no object in 
| printing them. 
|. Mr. SUMNER. I merely wish to get them 
| before the Senate. ; 
Mr. COLLAMER. They will be printed when 
the committee reports. : 
| Mr. MASON. Perhaps the actual judgment of 
| the court had better be read. 
. The Secretary read, as follows: 
And at the same time and place before me, the chief 
justice of the supreme judicial court, comes the said Silas 
Carleton, and files his answer, duly sworn, and states as 
the cause of his taking and detaining the said Sanborn, 2 
warrant issued by Hon. John C. Breckinridge, Vice Pres- 
ident of the United States and President of the Senate, pur- 
suant to an order of the Senate, therein recited, and directed 
! to Dunning R. McNair, Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate of 
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‘ited States, commanding him to arrest the said 
- Lagat have’ him before the denate, for tite reasons 
= in stated, with an indorsement thereon, purporting to 
tiiereved by said McNair, Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate, | 
be Ting the said Silas Carleton to serve the said war- 
. "ond “empowering him to exercise all the authority in 
a on thereto, with which he was thereby invested. The 
ret original answer of the said Carleton, with his certified 
= of the said warrant, are hereto annexed, and made 


‘this record. 
Teepe, having called to my aid and assistance sev- 


ral of the associate justices of the supreme judicial court, 
7 parties respectively, the petitioner and respondent, were 
neaal by their respective counsel ; whereupon it was or- 


Q ijudged— 
dere at ‘any justice of the supreme judicial court, in 


yacation, when said court is not in session, has jurisdiction 
to hear and decide the questions arising upon the return of 
a writ of habeas corpus, as the whole court would have, 

fin sess. ° 
Vi Phat the court have jurisdiction to hear and decide 
on the alleged justification of said Carleton, to arrest and 
detain the said Sanborn under and by virtue of the war- 
rant so returned by him. / 

3. That the said warrant was insufficient in law to jus- 
tify the said Carleton in making the said arrest and detain- 
ing the person of the said Sanborn. 

j. ‘That the said Sanborn be discharged from the custody 
of the said Carleton. 


Mr. MASON. I move to refer these two war- 
rants, with the woes connected with them, to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, with instructions 
to inquire and report whether any, and what fur- 
ther, proceedings ~— be necessary to vindicate 
the authority of the Senate, and to effect the ar- 
rest of the witnesses named in the warrants. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SUMNER. I move that the memorial of 
Mr. Sanborn, and the accompanying papers that 
are already on the table, be taken up and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary also. 

Mr. MASON. Iask that that motion may be 
divided, and the question first put on taking up. 
Ihave no objection to taking up the paper, as I 
told the Senator. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
susceptible of division. The Chair will first put 
the question on taking up the memorial and pa- 

ers. 
, The motion was agreed to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
ison the second branch of the motion: to refer 
the papers to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MASON. I would suggest to the Senate 
what I did not know until since this question was 
last before the Senate, that there is another me- 
morial from the same man, which was presented 
here some considerable time siace, and Jaid upon 
the table. I presume I was absent from the Sen- 
ate at the time when it was presented. I did not 
know there was such a memorial until it was 
brought to my notice a few days ago. I suggest 
to the Senate that both papers be taken up at the 
same time. 

Mr. SUMNER. I have no objection. 

Mr. MASON It will be understood, then, that 
both memorials are now before the Senate. 

Mr.SUMNER. The first memorial was not 
presented by me, and I have no distinct recollec- 
tion of it. I remember that there was a memorial 
from Mr. Sanborn, but the preeise purport of it is 
not in my mind. 

Mr. MASON. I did not examine who pre- 
sented it; nor is ita matter of moment, I presume. 
I did not know such a memorial was presented, 
nor was it brought to my notice until since the | 
subject was last up. 

Now, Mr. President, only for the purpose of 
determining what the precedent of the Senate shall 
be in a like case, I shall object to the reference; | 
or if it be in order as the superior motion, which | 
the Chair will decide, I shall move that both 
memorials be rejected, upon the ground that the 
Memorialist, by the statements contained in them, | 


ure 


shows, in both instances, that heis in contempt of | oe 


the authority of the Senate, and refuses to obey it; 











memorials have been received, and ordered to lie || damp ground, for an hour, or thereabouts; that when a 
on the table. One of these is now called up. The || Wtit of Aabeas corpus, issued by a justice of the rupreme 
Senator may move to postpone it indefinitely, or jndicial court of this Commonwealth, had been brought and 


" ‘ : duly served on them, by a deputy sheriff of the county, the 
to a day certain, or that it do lie on the table. | refused to obey the command, and compelled the o' Der 0 

Mr. MASON. I am perfectly aware that I |, Use force and the power of the “ posse comitatus” to take 
cannot move that the memorials be not received, || tee Seana oa of their hands, to the great risk of his 
a ee en ae }; tite and limb, and the serious injury of his arms and wrists 
because they have already been receiv ed; but they || which were still manacied; that all this was done by the 
have only been received as a presentation,a pend- 


I | said Carleton, and the others named, upon a precept wr'eh 
ing question before the Senate; and the question 


CoMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
County of Middlesex, 


rs oo re pean bn teks teanae Sie more than six wee, °, 
would then be: ‘* What disposition is to be made of |) @¥tits nearly all whieh time your memorialist has beex 
, 99 . : : openly engaged in his usual avocation, and about the town 
the papers: In my judgment, a motion to reject in which he resides, freely and without any disguise or con- 
is by no means an equivalent motion to a motuon cealment; and that there was no sort of reason or excuse 
not to receive. We cannot know the contents of a oon ae A ey R= ruffianism used in 
ag" s 4° 8 Sat . + Y “ - making the arrest; that since his discha by the full 
a Pre tie i is eee and it is on the Ppre- || peneh of the supreme judicial court, for waakefanmete 
sentation of these memorials that I move to reject || in said Carleton to make such arrest, aftera full hearing of 
them both. Perhaps it is necessary that the me- || the case, he finds that said Carleton, and those employed by 
morials be read, that we may know what their ae a having = peor | or ee ae holding 
. i . i no ofecil position, and possessing no such character as 
— are. I ask, therefore, that they may be || that they ought to be intrusted with the most delicate and 
read. dangerous power of arresting and forcibly carrying away 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- || free citizens; that their manner of exercising it was so 
jection, the memorials will be read. ge disgraceful, and ences it has lowered 
Nr a ., |, the dignity of your precept, and tended to impair the proper 
Mr. MASON. _ I will suggest, and I suppose | authority of your honorable body in the eyes of all good 
the Senator from Massachusetts will concur, that, || citizens, without distinction of party, sect, or belief; and 
as both are before the Senate, the one first offered || further, that your memorialist, conscious his own rights 
be first read in continuity have been grievously outraged, prays redress of your honor- 
r . : | able body. 
ve pi oe oa I know nothing about the And, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 
rs ered, F. B. SANBORN. 
Mr. MASON. As you please, sir. Concorp, -4pril 6, 1860. 
Mr.SUMNER. My own motion was, that the om 
memorial offered by myself, in which Mr. San- | ss: 
born complains of an vanes pas upon Concorp, April 6, 1860 
° ° ° ° | — > ’ ' 
him by certain persons pretending to actin the || phen personally appeared the above-nained F. B. San- 
name of the Senate, and asking redress at the || born, and made oath that the facts contained in the above 
hands of the Senate, be taken up, and referred to |] memorial are true according to his best knowledge and be- 
the Committee on the Judiciary. ij “i testimony whereof I have hereunto set my band and 
The VICE PRESIDENT. That is the only || afixea my seal notarial this 6th day of April, in the year 
memorial before the Senate at this time. || 1860. NATHAN BROOKS, [t. J 
Mr. MASON. Let it be read. \ Notary Public. 
_Mr. HALE. I thought the Senator from Vir- || Mr. MASON. I did not hear whether the Chair 
ginia moved that the first memorial be taken up. |) had finally decided that a motion to reject took 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has no |) preecdence of a motion to refer. Bs eg 
recollection of that motion. ; || The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 
Mr. MASON. I willnot press it. Idid move |! not. 
that it also be taken up, and I understood it to'| Mr. MASON. With all respect to the Chair, 
meet the assent of the Senator from Massachu- || I presume that the decision is founded upon the 
setts that they should be considered together; but || fact that the petition has already been received 
I do not press the motion. Let the Tast one be || and laid upon the table as a pending question, and 
taken up. |, that.a motion to reject would be equivalent to a 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator | motion not to receive. I do not mean to appeal 


ask for the reading of the memorial presented by 
the Senator from Massachusetts? 

Mr. MASON. Yes, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
read it. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


To the Honorable the Senate of the United States: 
Respectfully represents, F. B. Sanborn, of Concord, Mas- 


| atall from the decision of the Chair, or to ex- 
|| press any opinion adverse to it; but my desire 
| only was to maintain a proper precedent before 
| the Senate, and that decision would show that the 
|| petition had advanced too far to make the objec- 
| tion. 1 therefore withdraw any opposition to the 
|, reference. 


‘(| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


sc a , as > De $s y, as retuse | s . ® 

ana Eecmeee —_ ee staeeae fom mas pe pe _ Massachusetts moves that this memorial, with the 
Senate, and has desired, in a legal and proper manner, to || ACcompanying papers, be referred to the Com- 
contest his rights as a citizen, of which he has before this || mittee on the Judiciary. 

ens oa a yee by — ro ree _ | Mr.SUMNER. Mr. President, I think that I 
submitted to them on the 27th of February, » other || ce oa * as 5 
persons, claiming to act under the authority of the Senate, | ought not to liste nto such a proposition as has 
have unwarrantably usurped power, and disgraced them- been made by the Senator from Virginia, with ref- 
selves by their acts and doings; thaton the night of the 3d | erence to this petition, without one word in reply. 


of Apri! instant, between the hours of nineandteno’clock, | -fere ig a petition from a gentteman of perfect re- 
p- m., he was called to the door of his own house by a 


young man, who handed him a fraudulent letter, and that, spectability, charged with no crime, presumed to 
while in the act of taking this, he was seized by another _ be innocent, complaining of a gross outrage at the 
man ; that to his often-repeated demands for the namesand || hands of certain persons pretending to act in the 
suority ofthese mene could get no sfielent or def- | name of the Senate. ‘The facts are set forth in 
: 5 ’ a . +08 ’ s . vs 
less he could see the precept under which they were acting | his petition. They are authenticated also by doc 
or know its nature and contents, he was held and hand- | uments now of record. ‘The Senator moves— 
cuffed, and there, without hat or shoes, was dragged by || without any reference to a committee, without 


these men and three others, who had been called by a whistle || ,:.:,,4 + . en 
from oo. his house into the road, and there violently || giving the petition the decency of a hearing, a 


pushed, lifted, and shoved to and upon a carriage, which || cording to the ordinary forms of this body—that 
was standing in front of his house ; that by great efforts on || it be ‘‘rejected;’’ and he does this with a view to 
his own part, assisted by those of his sister, he succeededin || establish a precedent in such a case. I feel it my 


preventing these men from placing him in the carriage, and, || : : . 
the alarm being given to his neighbors and friends, he was || duty to establish a precedent also in this case, by 


soon surrounded by them, when, on the repeated demands || CMtering my open, unequivocal protest against 
of himself and others, the rutlians finally gave theirnames || such a suggestion. Sir, it was said in antiquity 


Freeman, — Tarlton, —- Coolidge, | of one of the judges of hell, that he punished first 
and —— Foss, and, for their authority, read a precept, pur- 








and by analogy (and I thinka very properanalogy ) 
to proceedings in a court of Jaw, where a witness 
18 in contempt, as it is called—usually a technical 
contempt—where he denies or disobeys contuma- 
pr the authority of the judiciary, as in this 
case 1 suggest this person has denied and dis- 
obeyed the authority of the Senate, he is not al- 
lowed to come before the tribunal, except for the 
purpose of purging himself from the contempt. I 
move, therefore, that both memorials be rejected, 
if that be the superior motion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
State to the Senator from Virginia that these | 








| porting to be directed to Dunning R. McNair, Sergeant-at- || and heard afterwards—eastigatque auditque—and 
| Arms of the United States Senate, and to be signed by the | permit me to say the Senator trom Virginia, on 


| Vice President of the United States, commanding the ar- this occasion, takes a precedent from that court. 
rest and bringing before the Senate, by the said McNair,of | Mr, MASON. The Senator from Massachv- 


the body of your memorialist; that no person named Mc- ea : s 
Nair canstead to arrest him; but that attached to the said | S¢tts,1t scems to me, makes an opportunity to use 


precept was a clause, by which the said McNair professed | language in the Senate Chamber which, so faras 
| to depute his authority to Silas Carleton, and to no other; | my intercourse with the world goes, is not usual 


that none of the four men hokling him were known to your || out of the Senate Chamber. There is nothing in 
memorialist, or to any of his neighbors then present, and 


had no badge of authority, or indication of their being offi- | * that I have a right to take as personally mee 
| cers; that upon the arrival of your memorialist’s counsel, | ive to myself. The Senate is the proper judge 
who had been sent for, they refused to take him back into | and arbiter of the decorum of its own process 


the house, there to remain, until a writ of habeas a I have said that the Senator makes occasion, 
could be obtained, to test their power and his rights, but || : : . . 
| continued to hold bim in the condition in which he was, || Cause he chose to reply in the language which he 


| without hat or shoes, in the cold night air, and upon the | has used, to a motion which, for the reasohs I 











* 


- 
ae 2} 


ie eee 
acti n= tigi 


nat. 


Aa a ep ee ee ta ta a im “ ? 


te Stem, 


rt dase le 








i 
a eortee ade viper aeevende 
te IETS ee a eal alee aa 


ogee csgreen om 
* sf 


ae 


cone Pte testes 
a ee 


same re 
owe 
haben: 


Awe a 
natant 


eS 


dae de ee 


at Dew 


nad 9 are ere 


a 


« 


sap mails ran span hgesainn 
=. 
a hay ci etemondititi—nng Oe 
. : 
bey es ec teh ee 


er 


rie % 


ah Ds 


ee 
anemone <n ~ 
naan : 


=. 





tie 


at we 


a 


ee 


. 4 eaten sa aoe 
, a ae 





a 


stated—reasons purely of the regularity of pro- 
ceedings—I had withdrawn. Sir, I can have no 
personal fecling in this matter, and, if I were to at- 








tempt, I could not work myself into any personal |, 
feeling connected with it—I mean, in the arrest of | 


this man. 
My motion was simply, not that I would estab- 
lish the precedent of the Senate, but to submit to 


the Senate what precedent should be established. lj 


I acquiesced very cheerfully in the decision of the 
Chair, that it could not be done now, because of 
the preceding decision of the Chair that tlie paper 
had been received, and that therefore the motion 
to reject would not be in order. My design was 
not to prejudge in the slightest degree anything 
connected with it; but the petitioner here alleges 
that he has received injury, insult, and oppres- 
sion at the hands of those who were deputed by 
the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate, and asks the 
Senate to inquire into it, and to redress his griev- 
ance, so far as I comprehend the petition, and 
declares that he had disobeyed the mandate of 
the Senate, so that he might try the question ina 
differenttribunal. Thus he was certainly, within 
the legal meaning of the term, in contempt of 
the authority of the Senate. He had appealed 
to other tribunals; and to those tribunals, it would 
seem to me, he should be left for redress, and not 
to the Senate. When the report comes from the 


| self of the contempt of which he has been guilty 
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rive at the determination of the Senate, I move to 
lay the memorial on the table. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. { trust the Senator from 
Delaware will withdraw that motion for the pres- 
ent. 

Mr. BAYARD. I do not desire to prevent the 
honorable Senator from saying auything. My 
object is to lay it on the table only until the wit- 
ness purges himself of contempt—not longer. I, 
however, withdraw the motion for the present. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senate agrees to this | 
motion, it involves a decision of the body that it | 
will not hear this person until he has purged him- | 


in not answering the summons of the Senate; and 
I think it is too important a measure to be decided 








on a mere motion to lay upon the table. I was 
not disposed at all to enter into this discussion, 
and was in hopes the vote would have becn taken, 
and the memorial referred without debate; but as 
this motion is made—and made, as stated, with a 
view of testing the sense of the Senate—TI trust it 


_ will not be thus summarily disposed of. 


Committee on the Judiciary it will be full time | 


to ascertain whether the authority was properly 


deputed, and, if there be an occasion for it, whether | 


it was properly exercised, and what was done. 
Mr. SAVARD. Mr. President 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 





The Chair will 


state to the Senator from Delaware that the hour | 


of one o’clock has arrived; and, at this hour, the | 


Chair must call up the special order. 
Mr. BAYARD. 


ter? 


not. 

Mr. MASON. I hope, if there is to be no ex- 
tended debate, that we shall be allowed to dispose 
of this question by general consent. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks | 


Is this not a privileged mat- | 


Mr. GWIN. My colleague wishes to go on | 


with his remarks, and I shall be greatly obliged 
to the Senator from Delaware if he will yield. 

Mr. BAYARD. I do not desire to speak at 
any length, but to say a very few words. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no 
objection, the Senator from Delaware will pro- 
ceed. 

Mr. BAYARD. The questions involved in the 
returns, which have been already referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, are very grave ones, 
and as to them I have no opinion toexpress. But 
the question now presented is on a memorial, 
which is offered from an individual who, however 
respectable he may be, we must know judicially 
has been ordered to be arrested for a contempt of 
the Senate. I understand the substance of the 
memorial to be, that he complains that, in the ex- 
ecution of that order, there was abusive excess of 
power. If so, he has redress elsewhere. 
go further. I have no doubt that if, in the exe- 
cution of the order of the Senate, there was any 
impropriety in the mode of executing it, and that 
fact be shown to the Senate, so far as they have 
power they will be desirous to redress the griev- 
ance. Before, however, the party could appeal 
to the Senate as to any abuse in the mode of ex- 
ecuting the process—for that is what it comes to 
—it seems to me that the Senate, having decided 
that they have the power to arrest, and having 


ordered the arrest after full consideration if an- | 


other case; having decided that they possess the 
power to arrest this witness for not obeying the 
summons of the Senate, he certain! 
to the meaning of any language derived from judi- 
cial exposition, in contempt of the whole body, 
and he has no right to ask us to hear any allega- 
tion connected with the abusive or improper mode 
in which the process was executed, until he purges 
that contempt by appearing before the committee, 
in pursuance of the mandate of the Senate. If he 
does that, then, so far as he has suffered any 
grievance in the mode of execution, I think we 
are bound to remedy it to the extent of our power; 
but until he does it, I do not think we can, with 
eh respect for our own decisions, entertain 
1is memorial. I shall, therefore, move—not to re- 


But I | 


I have sustained the power of the Senate. I 
believe the Senate has authority to summon wit- 
nesses; I have no difficulty about that, and I have 
so voted; but I have voted so because I did not 


| believe that the Senate was instituting a judicial 


proceeding; and therefore I thought the whole 
argument which was read here was not to the 


by way of impeachment; but it may institute an 
inquiry for legislative purposes, and may summon 
witnesses, 

Now, itis sought to liken the conduct of this 
witness to the proceedings in court, where a wit- 
ness is in contempt. I do not believe we should 
be governed here by any such narrow views at 


all. If the officers of this body, in the execution 


of its process, have acted arbitrarily and abusively, 
I think it is the duty of the Senate to see to it. I 
do not say that they have; but these are our offi- 
cers, sent out to execute the process of the Senate; 
and the petitioner states that they came to his 
house at night, between nine and ten 0’clock; that 
they arrested him in his house; refused to read to 
him the warrant; put handcuffs upon him. If his 
statement be true, it was a very great outrage, 
not to be justified for a moment. I know that 
the return of the officer contradicts this. There 
is a question of fact about that. I am willing to 
hear the petitioner, and itis not because I felt that 
the dignity of the Senate was offended. 

Mr. SUMNER. My friend will allow me to 
interrupt him one moment. I do not understand 
that the return of the officer contradicts that, but 
confirms it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I understand the return of 
the officer to state that he read the warrant to Mr. 
Sanborn in the house; and I understand Mr. San- 
born to say that he did not read it tohim. I have 
not examined the papers; I only listened to their 
reading. I may be mistaken. 

Mr. BROWN. The return, | think, does not 


' state that the warrant was read, but that the officer 


1] 
1] 


commenced reading it, when Mr. Sanborn himself 


| interposed and interrupted it by an exclamation. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I listened somewhat at- 
tentively to the reading of these papers. The Sen- 


ator from Virginia probably wili know whether 


|, Lam correct about this point. 


is, according | 


I understood the 
return of the officer to state that he did inform Mr. 
Sanborn that he was arresting him by authority 
of the Senate of the United States, and that he 
read to him the warrant in the house. 

Mr. MASON. Ido not profess any very exact 
recollection of the contents of the paper; but since 
it has been read from the Clerk’s table, my recol- 
lection of it is, that when the officer got into the 


, house, he informed Sanborn that he was there to 


arrest him by a warrant from the Senate, and that 
he commenced reading the paper, when Sanborn 
directed a lady, who the officer understood was 


_ his sister, to go and call a certain person, whose 


ject it, because that, under the decision of the | 
Chair, is not competent; but, with a view to ar- | 


name he did not hear; and she went out crying 
** Murder !”’ and then the disturbance began. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Let that part of the re- 
turn be read, and that will settle it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let it be read. 

Mr. GWIN. Allow me to say to the Senator 
from Illinois that my colleague is here prepared to 
make a speech, and after he concludes the subject 
can come up again. 


{| 
point. The Senate has not instituted a judicial | The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair wil 
investigation. I admit it cannot do that, except || state to Senators that if the matter be left without 
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aes I will not ta 
of the Senate to interfere with the § 
California. As a matter of courtesy to hin 
would certainly give way; but I was in hopes th 
this subject would be disposed of in a few — 


ke up the time 


utes. I shall probably not occupy t! sesal 
of the Senate br five dainuten. aii 

Mr. BAYARD. Allow me to suggest 
laid on the table for the present without 
and it can be called up to-morrow morning. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If that is agreeable to Sen- 
ators generally, I am satisfied, but I should like 
to hear the Clerk read again that part of the return 
about which there has been some controversy 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ¢b. 
jection the Seeretary will again read that part of 
the return which is referred to. 

The Secretary read the portion of the return 

_relative to what took place in Mr. Sanborn's 
house. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If it is the general wish of 
the Senate that we should not dispose of this syb- 
ject now, very well; and if there is to be further 
discussion perhaps we had better not try to dis. 
pose of it at present; but I do not design occupy- 
ing time. Perhaps we can get a vote. 

Mr. BAYARD. I do not wish to interfere with 
the Senator from California. If this memorial be 
laid on the table now, it can be called up to- 
morrow. 


that it be 
any Vote, 


any motion it will come up to-morrow morning, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iam willing that it should 
lie without any motion, and let the order of the 
day come up. 

r. SUMNER. Before that is done, I wish to 
say one word in reply to the Senator from Vir- 
inia. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
jection, the Senator from Massachusetts can pro- 
ceed. 

Mr.SUMNER. Only one word. [I presented 
a petition to this body, setting forth an outrage. 
The Senator from Virginia moved its rejection. 
I characterized that rejection as I thought | was 
authorized to do, and I referred to a precedent in 
antiquity, and that was all; and that is the occa- 
sion for a lecture from the Senator to me as to the 
manner in which one should conduct on this floor. 
From the heights of his self-confidence, he ad- 
dresses me. Sir, I wish to say simply in reply, 
that when an outrage comes before this body | 
shall denounce it in plain terms; and if a prece- 
dent from a very bad place should seem to be in 
point, I shall not hesitate to quote it. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I am not going 
to continue such a discussion as this. The Sen- 

ator said that Rhadamanthus, the judge of hell, 
had handed himself down to posterity as the judge 

who first punished and then heard—castigatque 
| auditque; ‘‘and,”’ said he, ‘*the Senator from 
Virginia has taken that precedent.’’ 1 did not un- 
dertake to lecture that Senator, of all others, upon 
the subject of mangers or propriety. 1 do not 
mean it cdiboatvely ; but, for my own convenience, 
I should consider it time thrown away. All that 
I said was, that I was not accustomed, in my in- 
tercourse with the world outside of this Chamber, 
to hear language of that sort in the circles in which 
Fmove. pRopERTY IN TERRITORIES. 
“The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
now call up the special order. Upon the motion 
of the Senator from California, [Mr. reel 
resolutions of the Senator from Mississippi |Mr. 
Brown] were postponed to, and made the special 
order for, one o’clock to-day; but the bill in ref- 
erence to the Florida claims was an older special 
order, and set for the same hour; consequently, 
it has precedence without some motion. 

Mr. BROWN. By unanimous consent, I hope 
the oo from California will be allowed to 
speak. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
jection, the Chair will lay aside the older special 
apder and call up the resolutions of the Senator 
from Mississippi, on which the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia has the floor. e . 

Mr. BROWN. I desire to say, before my friend 
commences, that at the conclusion of his speech 
I shall ask for a vote on these resolutions. 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. President, it 1s now 
nearly eighty-four years since this great couniry, 
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l 
comprising an area larger than that ever swayed 
by a republican Government on earth, was intro- 


duced into the family of nations, filled with the | 


iousness of future power, and encouraged 

by the sympathies and applause of the civilized 
vorld. . 

— institutions were admirably adapted to the 

spirit of the age; they were the result of the prog- 

- of political ideas, the fruits of an advanced 








They breathed a higher appreciation of the dig- 
nity of man than that which had been nurtured 
by the superstition, cruelty, and injustice of the | 
feudal system; and embodied, perhaps for the first 


civilization, and the experience of past centuries. 1 


time in the history of the world, the genius of hu- || 


| followers, 


manity in legislative forms, ; 
We have, with a few trifling exceptions, en- 
bounded national 
prosperity, and a degree of success in our agricul- 
tural, manufacturing, and commercial pursuits, 
which have made our country an object of emu- 
lation and envy to those whom we have already 
distanced in the race for wealth and power. 
Millions of enterprising and energetic men from 
foreign countries have flocked to our shores, to | 
share with us the blessings of our institutions and 
laws; and we have become the exemplar of the 
world’s progress, to whom the oppressed and dis- 
satisfied of all climes point-with exultation as the 





realization of their cherished hopes. Yet what || 


have we done, during all that time, in the most 
advantageous position in which a nation has ever | 
been placed since the commencement of the his- | 
torical period? Have we originated any new ideas? | 
Has our progress in political ethics and philoso- 
phy kept pe with our immense material devel- 
opment? I am afraid these questions must be an- 
swered in the negative. 








| which is not a ‘‘gapital State’? and a ‘labor 
| State’’ at the same time; and I am equally igno- || else,establishesacotton factory: how does he goto 


| 








in the consideration of both these subjects the || server, what sophistry it is, with all deference 
widest scope has been afforded to selfish passions, || to the Senator, to divide our States into ** capital 
and the least to historical and philosophic in- || States’’ and “ labor States!’’ 
quiry. No one in this Chamber more thoroughly un- 
Upon the 29th of last February, this body list- || derstands than he, with his cultivated intellect, 
ened to a speech from the hemonabia Senator from || the unconquerable ami. ‘1 between capital and 
New York, (Mr. Sewarp,] in which the *irre- || labor; or appreciates . ce truly the instinctive 
pressible conflict between free labor and labor || dread of the laboring classes to the influence and 
performed by negro slaves’’ was reiterated, and || grinding power of capital; and hence, it seems to 
if it my not have evolved new ideas, or thrown | me, he has, for political effect alone, selected these 
new light upon the subject, it certainly presented || terms; applying the one indiscriminately to the 
the question in an attractive form. majority of bis political opponents, and the other 


The Senator divided our Confederacy into ‘labor || to the majority of his political followers. 

States ’’ and ‘capital States ’’—a ‘division, no || One would suppose, from his description of the 
doubt, rene to the Senator’s Republican || operation of labor in our northern States, that 
f ut incapable of conveying a distinct || they were either all inhabited by laborers, or that, 
idea, either to the political economist or to the || where capital and labor exist at the same time, 
student of history. || they shared alike the profits of their association. 
Sir, Ido not know of a single modern State | The case, however, is widely different. Suppose 
Mr. Lawrence, or Mr. Abbott, or Mr. anybody 


| 


rant of the existence of a State where capital and || work? Thereare some three or four hundred men, 


| labor do not hold te each other, more or less, an- || women, and children, all desirous of being em- 


tagonistical positions, except it be the slavehold- || ployed, entering into copartnership with him; 
ing States of the South, in which labor and capital || pledging their time, labor, and health, to the pro- 
are associated in the same hands. | motion of the common object. 

If capital, according to Adam Smith’s teaching, || _ There are, in addition, inspectors and foremen, 
consists in the accumulated wages of labor, it is || machinists and clerks, doing the same thing on 
very clear that the power of capital must increase || conditions a little more favorable to themselves. 
in proportion as the wages of labor diminish, | And then comes Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Abbott, or 
and that the interest of the capitalist, so far from || Mr. anybody else, who gives a piece of paper, 
being parallel with that of the laborer, is, in fact, | with his name written upon it, representing a cap- 
opposed to it; as is abundantly proved by the | ital of $50,000! For it is the peculiar faculty of 
condition of the laboring man in the free States of | capital that it can be multiplied by credit, and that 
the North, and by the still more lamentable posi- | aman worth $50,000 in “a may have credit, and 
tion of the laboring classes of Europe, where cap- || do business to the amount of millions; while the 
ital is concentrated in fewer hands, and where it |! laborer, for whom the Senator from New York 
had a longer time to operate and oppress the la- |; has such a particular regard, has but two hands, 








For nearly a century has the legislative mind of | 
this country spent its energies almost exclusively | 
in the consideration of a United States Bank, the 
Tariff, and last, though not least, on the all-absorb- 
ingand most mischievous topic of NEGRO SLAVERY. 
Every other idea seems to have been swallowed 
up and annihilated by these three. Even our 
achievements by land and by sea, the acquisition 
of vast territories, and the formation of new 
States, seenrto have been little more than episodes 
in our history, when compared to the agitation, 
strife, and threats of dissolution produced by these 
three unhallowed sisters. 

The bank has fortunately received its quietus, 
by the healthy and beneficent operation of the sub- 
treasury; but the tariff, and more especially the 
slavery question, continue to keep Congress and 
the whole country in a state of feveris ae | 
ment; not only interfering with and preventing | 
wholesome legislation on other-and more conge- | 
nial topics, but embittering the feelings of the peo- | 
ple of different sections of our common country, 
and endangering thereby our domestic peace. 

The tariff and slavery questions have assumed a 
purely sectional aspect, affecting, as it is believed, 
the two great geographical divisions of the coun- 
try very unequally, and appealing especially to the 

rejudices and superstitions, to the cupidity and 
ove of power of those who allow themselves to 
be swayed by them. 

The northern States, we are told, are manufac- 
turing, and require a protective tariff, or, at least, 
& “revenue tariff, with incidental protection;”’ 
while the South, from the institution of negro 
slavery, is necessarily devoted to agriculture, and, 
oe es reason, interested in the principle of free 

ade. 

On the other hand, negro slavery is, by many 
northern politicians, considered an element of po- 
litical power; which consideration, it may fairly 
be presumed, has more to do with their conscien- 
“ous opposition to it than all the questionable phi- 
lanthropy of their champions ae deluded follow- 
ers. 

Every public measure, whether affecting our 
foreign or domestic policy, has been turned and 
twisted so as to answer the particular ends of 
partisans for or againsta protective tariff; and the 
same holds; in a still greater degree, of all things 
in regard to negro slavery. 

hese two questions have been made the lever 
by which men are to be raised to political power 
andinfluence. Allothers have become subordinate 
to them, not evensexcepting those which involve 


upply. 
our national interests and our national honor. ! In the we of these facts, which are patent and 


And it is a remarkable fact, Mr. President, that 


Sa 


aa —_ ee 


borer than is the case in this country, with our || which can earn him only so many meals, and 


| comparatively sparse population and immensé || when these hands stop, by reason of remaining 
| 
| 


fields of enterprise. || unemployed, the meals stop also, and the func- 

Let population increase, letlabor becomecheap, | tions of the stomach with them. 
dispose of ourpublicdomain,anddiminishthereby | | When there is a diminished demand for manu- 
the avenues of wealth, and our ‘‘ labor States” of || factured goods, the manufacturer employs but 
the North will be far more absolutely under the || half the number of men, women, and children, 
control of the capitalist than any portion of the || or employs them only for a less number of hours, 
white population of the southern States of our | while the cravings of their systems remain the 
Confederacy, whom the Senator from New York || ee a ae of satisfying them are 
would stigmatize as ‘* capital States. || reduced to one half. 

Our democratic institutions may protect the free || The three or four hundred men, women, and 
laborer to a certainextent; but they cannot guard children, nevertheless, remain in the partnership; 
ans ee _ come the — a = 7 - —e - es they ar = 
of capital, and that silent working of competition || daily task does not tumble down on their heads, 
which in all countries has reduced the condition | they manage to Live; and at the end of some 
of the laboring classes to one of almost hopeless '| years, how do you suppose the profits of capital 
dependency on capital, terminating too often in || and labor are divided? If they have done a lucra- 
sickening hardship, if not in servitude. || tive business, they must, as one would suppose 
| With the cueaivation of labor as it exists in | from the Senator’s remarks, have made some- 
Europe and in our northern States, wages must || thing handsome by the operation. But the fact 
constantly approach a point threatening to the || is,the laborers have spent their wages in procuring 

hysical well being, if not the absolute existence || food and raiment, while Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Ab- 
Of oe orb for the laborer must work to live, || bott, or Mr. anybody else, has become a million- 
while capital only employs him when his labor is || aire! If the business was less profitable, or con- 


remunerative, which is too often, in proportion as || nected with loss, then the probability is, the men, 


hen no work is required to be done, the la- || the time, and have been but half clothed and fed, 
borer is wholly deprived of the means of subsist- || or they were entirely discharged; while the man 
ence, and has no longer any interest in the State | who has given his paper as us share of the risk, 
which has grown rich by his industry. | obtains an extension, or settles with his credit- 
Sir, the political institutions of a country have || ors for fifty cents on the dollar! After the pres- 
very little to do with the relative position of cap- | sure is thus removed, ke commences with new 
ital and labor; for the laboring classes, whether || hands, or with the same hands, if they are still 
manufacturing or agricultural, are no better off in || alive, and capable of performing work. He may 
England, for example, than in India or China. _|| succeed this time, but the workman remains as 
Where labor and capital are divided there will || poor as he was when ke started in business, 


' 
j 


be competition for work, which is death to the || In the one case the paper man, the capitalist, 
laborer, while it adds to the wealth and power of || becomes rich; in the other, his creditors foot up 
the capitalist. \| the loss; the laborer, in either case, remains de- 


It is the relation of labor to capital which threat- 
ens the political stdtus of every country in Europe, || the association of capital and labor in the northern 
which has given rise to the doctrine of the Social- || States, and in all countries where free labor is 
ists, and which requires the presence of standing || obliged to compete for wages. 
armies to secure domestic peace. The great prob- || The wages of labor are constantly ry to 
lem of European government consists in finding || the minimum of what will support life; and if the 
employment for the working classes, and at the || laborer, harassed and exhausted by the scanti- 


same time to raise their wages to a point sufficient | ness and uncertainty of his support, dies, he is 


SSS 


| to sustain animal life. | quickly replaced by another, who runs the same 
| And in this respect our northeastern States do || career of poverty and want. Pray 
| not materially differ from the States of Europe. || And now, Senators, how are these things in the 


| The difference, at this period, consists merely in i southern slaveholding States? There the owner 
| our greater demand for labor and our less abund- || of the slave is undoubtedly the capitalist, but his 
| ants property consists in the labor force of the coun- 


, and it is a labor force which must conse- 





familiar to every reflecting mind or impartial ob- |! quently be taken care of, whether employed or not; 


wages are-reduced, to the starvation point. {| women, and children have been worked but half 


pendent on the capitalist. Such is the nature of 
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for if it perishes, the capital employed in it per- 
ishes with it. 

Capital there, has no interest in diminishing 
the wages of labor; hence there is no competition 
among the laborers, and no disposition to work 
them at starvation prices, to the destruction of 
their health and comfort. 

Yet these States the Senator from New York 
calls, “‘par excellence,’’ the ** capital States,’’ to 


render them as odious as possible in the a of | 


the laboring and voting classes of the North. 

In a book, no doubt intended to illustrate the 
views of those who agree with the Senator from 
New York, called the *‘ Helper book,’’ a series of 
statistics is furnished to show how the North has 
been injured by the South, and how far the value 
of the products of northern industry exceeds that 
of the industry of the South. 

Now, supposing these statistical tables to be all 
correct, what do they prove, but that the labor- 
ing man of the North has been worked harder than 
the laboring man of the South, and that the capi- 
talists of the North have derived a larger profit 
from him? 

The majority of the people of the North are 


not property-holders or capitalists; the majority | 


are Inborers, and the relation of the capitalist to 


the laborer, and of one capitalist to another is | 


such, that one species of capital is employed in 
competition with another, tending not only to 
diminish wages, but also the number of capital- 
ists. 

And if wages and profits, by this compound 
competition, have not reached the lowest mark of 


which they are susceptible, it is because the South | 
with its slaves has not entered into this competi- | 


tion, It confines itself to agriculture; it abandons 
manufactures to the North; and by furnishing a 
market for the products of northern labor, keeps 
up the demand for, and thereby the price of, that 
labor. Does the Senator from New York, does 


South turned its attention to manufactures and 
the mechanical arts, the products of northern in- 
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best interests of their constituents when they in- 
terfere with southern institutions and set the dif- 
ferent States of our common country by the cars | 


for the sordid purpose of obtaining power. They | 
quarrel with their best customers, the natural ally | 


of northern industrial labor, and the best protect- | 
or of the northern capitalist whom they enable to 


live in peace with the men in his employ and to | 


accumulate colossal fortunes. 

There must be a conservative power somewhere 
in this Union, and it is in vain to look for it among 
the constant mutations and changes in the north- 


ern States. The South, from the nature of its in- | 


stitutions, is slow in its movements; but for that 
very reason eminently conservative. The South 
is indispensable to the prosperity of the North. 
The North is beneficial to the South only as long 
as it fulfills the conditions of the constitutional 
compact, entered into to secure to all parties the 
peaceful enjoyment of their institutions and laws. 

I have deemed these remarks not inappropriate, 
and as due to the argument of the Senator from 
New York, regarding him asa great leader and 
asa distinguished political economist. Letmenow 
beg your indulgence while I examine the senti- 
mental part of the slavery question. Itis my hum- 


ble opinion, Mr. President, that the slavery ques- | 


tion, with which professional politicians are en- 


deavoring to agitate and disturb thecountry, would | 


longsince have ceased to bean elementof mischief, 


if it were not constantly kept alive and pressed on | 
ublic as a question in- | 
|| volving the highest principles of morals and reli- | 
| gion. Teachers and schoolmasters have acted as | 


the consideration of the 


auxiliaries to political partisans, until at last they 
inflame the fanaticism of their deluded victims to 


| deeds of treason, bloodshed, and murder. 


dustry would be as valuable and remunerative as || 


they are now? Not only would the markets for 
these products diminish in the southern States, 
but the products themselves would be multiplied; 
thus diminishing prices by the double operation 
of greater supply and a diminished demand. That 
for which the South is reproached in the Helper 
book, ought really to be a source of congratula- 


tion to the North, to the laborer as well as to the || 


capitalist; to the laborer, because it tends to keep 
up wages; to the capitalist, because it postpones 
the period at which the conflict between him and 


personal security. 

It seems to me, sir, that the North, in this cru- 
sade against the South, is quarreling with its own 
source of prosperity. 
lation to the North attributed to it by the Senator 
from New York, as illustrated by the Helper 


If the South holds the re- | 


book,the North possesses, in the southern States | 


of this Confederacy, the most magnificent colo- 
nies of the world; and itis its interest to preserve 
them as it was the interest of Great Britain to do 


so, and to secure thereby the best market for its | 


industrial products. 
Graham, in his History of the United States, 


alludes to the plea of the American agent for the | 


colonies, with the British minister, in behalf of 


a grant of some twenty thousand pounds, made | 


by Parliament to William and Mary College, in 
Viginin, and which the agent claimed -for the 
benefit of the souls of the poor colonists; to which 
the British minister is said to have replied: 
** Never mind (or something worse) their souls; 
let them plant tobacco!”’ 


Now, why should not the Senator from New | 


York be equally generous to Virginia and her sis- 
ter States? Why should he insist on their becom- 
ing competitors with northern labor? Why seck 
to diminish the price of northern labor ? he was 
not the interest of Great Britain to let a single 
clothes pin or shoe nail be made in America, or 
any other article from the manufacture, sale, and 
transportation of which she might derive a profit; 
and the samé may now be said of the northern 
States of this Union with reference to the South. 
The northern States, in their trade with the South 
since the declaration of our independence, have 
taken the place of Great Britain; and it seems to 
me that northern politicians are sadly betraying the 


erent cr tree 


| the other, the slow marc 


The evil lies in the misconception, on the part 
of the people of the North, of the institution of 
negro slavery as it exists in the southern States, 


| and in the wrong estimate formed by them of the 
any other reasonable man, suppose that, if the | 


character and faculties of the negro. 1 may be 


| pee to speak freely upon this question, for 


do it dispassionately. I represent a free north- 
ern State; Iam a native of a northern State, as 
were my ancestors before me; but J have had suf- 
ficient experience, by a residence of a few years 
in a southern State, to thoroughly appreciate and 
understand the relation that the negro slave bears 
to his master, and Lalso believe that public opin- 
ion in time will right itself upon this subject. But 
it is the nature of error to travel fast, and of truth 
to make progress slowly. The one has wings, 
h of the pilgrim. In this 


consists the danger. The slavery question, it is 


|| my humble opinion, would be set at rest in a very 
the laborer may threaten his wealth, if not his || 


few years if we would only apply ourselves earn- 
estly to the study of the nature and history of the 
negro, instead of endowing him with qualities 
furnished from the rich stores of our own imagi- 
nation. 

The negro is, undoubtedly, a worthy man in 
his place; but he never will be a participant in 
civilization in an equal degree with the Caucasian. 
It is sheer nonsense to treat this matter in the ab- 


| stract; to speak of what the negro would be if. he 


were educated, and of whatachievements he would 


| be capable in the various departments of human 


industry and knowledge, if he enjoyed the same 


| advantages as the white man. All such arguments 


and suppositions are nothing but moonshine—a 
mere begging of the question. They amount to 
nothing more than the various theories of gov- 
ernment established by philosophic dreamers with- 
out a knowledge of men’s passions and vices, and 
the means which are necessary to restrain them. 
History is the only safe guide to the lawmaker, 
as it is the last judgment pronounced on nations 
and races. 

Instead of inquiring what the negro might be 
under different circumstances from those in which 
he is now placed, let us consult the past to see 
what he has been from the earliest period to the 
present day. The earliest civilization which we 


_ can trace by historical records occurred in Egypt, 





and we find that the negro was already associated 
with itasaslave. His native country may be 
said to have bordered on Egypt; yet no Egyptian 
civilization penetrated thither, and no traces of it 
are now to be found among the negro races in 
Africa. Greeks, Phenicians, Carthagenians, and 
Romans followed, The negro was again brought 
in close contact with them, but without profiting 
by their advanced civilization. Then came the 


| 
i 
j 











a 


Portuguese, Spania i! 
and the hance ue —: English, 
ns, with nearly the same ree 
The negroes who became subject to thos s 
tions or their colonies were slaves. Rieenr - 
emancipated; none carried civilization into Afra 
and that continent, though the cradle of gzeniu oy 
at this moment the most barbarous of ali and the 
least known to the geographer and historian Th 
history of the world is the history of the Cay : 
sian race; marking a distinct and an uninterrupt 
ed progress even amid crumbling empires and ih : 
ruins of burning cities. , 
Sir, if every trace and record of all other races 
were destroyed, the world would not be deprived 
of a single noble thought or artistical conception 
nor of a single invention or contrivance in mo. 
chanical arts capable of exercising an important 
influence upon civilization. Progress, Mr. Presi. 
dent, is a Caucasian term, existing in all Caucasian 
languages, and expressing the characteristic fac. 
ulty of the race. Let the Caucasian race disappear 
from the earth, and you will have nothing left byt 
the stereotyped civilization of the Chinese and 
Japanese, and the barbarism of the Ethiopians 
And from these historical premises would oy; 
northern Republican philosophers argue that the 
negro only requires the same advantages of educa. 
tion as the white man to be equal to him in every 
respect, and to maintain all the relations of a ciy. 
ilized State? Sir, the negro did enjoy the same 
advantages as the Europeans, enjoyed themcenty- 
ries in advance of European civilization. 
Negro tribes were subdued by their white neigh. 
bors, and forced, as they are with us, to adopt 
certain principles of humanity and law for the 
regulation of their conduct; but these principles 
|| did not cling to them, for they were not volunta- 
\| rily adopted, and were repugnant to their tastes. 
When the condition of the negro was changed, 
| 
' 
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when the pressure which forced him to move in 
la — direction was removed, he gradually 
relapsed into his native barbarism. Nor does the 
fact that civilization was forced upon the negro’ 
furnish an apology for the little progress he has 
made in it. ‘The different European nations con- 
quered by the Romans exhibited very different 
capacities. Ancient Gaul was completely civilized 
within a century after the Roman conquest, while 
the Teutonic races, who were never entirely sub- 
dued, never adopted Roman civilization until cen- 
turies after the fall of Rome; but they all adopted 
it voluntarily, and improved upon it, whether as 
conquered races or conquerors. They bowed to 
the superior genius of those who were further 
advanced in the arts, and retained and cherished 
the models of taste and thought as the most inval- 
uable treasures of the whole human race. The 
Romans pursued this line of policy in regard to 
the Greeks, and all European races have done so 
in regard to the Romans. + 
The negro has done nothing like it, and is do- 
ing-no such thing now. He merely adheres to 
civilization when he is obliged to move ina civil- 
ized medium. Under the most favorable circum- 
stances he has been but a humble imitator; in 
no instance has he exhibited a civilization of a 
distinct character, amounting to a national devel- 
opment. The history of human progress can be 
written without devoting a separate chapter to the 
negro. He has taken no part in the development 
of the human mind; he has furnished no con- 
tributions to arts, and he has never exhibited 
any capacity for that superior political organiza- 
tfon called a Government. Sir, we have no other 
means of judging individuals, nations, or races, 
except by their works; and applying this prin- 
ciple to the negro, we see that he has done noth- 
ing. Under the direction and guidance of @ su- 
perior race, he may at times have rendered him- 
self quite useful, but we have no proof that he 
has ever voluntarily played such a part; and until 
history furnishes us with an example of that sort, 
I shall be the last man to call upon my white 
bretlren of the southern States to inconsiderately 
remodel or change their domestic institutions. | 
We have nothing to do with speculations 10 
regard to the physical and moral capacities of the 
negro. We have, as legislators, to deal with facts, 
not with theories; with things as they are, not with 
myths and abstractions. Whether the negro was 
the equal of the white man before the flood; whether 
he is a lineal descendant of Adam and Eve, or the 
result of a previous or subsequent creation, 18 n0 
question for a lawmaker, and intrinsically of little 
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a no value. We have to deal with the negro as 
he is, as he has shown himself from the earliest 
riods of human history, and as, from our knowl- 
tdge of him, he is likely to be centuries hence. 
Kept in ees subjection, and guided by a su- 
perior inte ligence, he may be both happy and 
useful on this continent, eft to himself, and but 
imperfectly restrained by the operation of law, his 
resence among us may give rise to great national 
calamities, and seriously interfere with our do- 
eace. 
mo on think the agitation of the slavery ques- 
tion will benefit the negro or improve his condi- 
tion among us, while it undoubtedly weakens the 
ties by which ourselves are bound together as a 
nation, and exposes as to all the evils of a people 
divided by sectional passions and prejudices. If 
you, gentlemen of the Republican party, are sin- 
cere in your profession of philanthropy, if you 
really want to improve the condition of the negro, 
and not merely to use him as a stalking horse to 
ride into power, let him alone, and cease agitating 
the country with your seditious cloquence and 
your arguments addressed to spinsters. The peo- 
le of the southern States will not be instructed 
. our teachings; your counsel will be spurned 
with indignation, and your professions of frater- 
nal feelings will be received with very little faith 
in your sincerity. 

As long as you make the slavery question the 
battle-cry for your sectional adherents, it is im- 
possible for the South to trust you or to look upon 
your proceedings with indifference. Abandon it, 
and the South will again unite with us upon all 
questions concerning our common welfare. The 
South claims nothing but her constitutional rights. 
The North is already in possession of all the real 
practical advantages of position and power. The 

outh is willing, and must submit to an accom- 


plished fact. Why should the North insist on | 
upsetting the constitutional theory or heaping op- | 


probrium upon an institution for which the South 
is not responsible, and with which the North has 
no right to interfere? There is a universal law of 
nature that life of any kind, whether vegetable or 


animal, will go wherever there exists the condi- | 


tions of its existence, and the same holds of men 
and races. 

The negro will go on this continent, wherever 
may be found the conditions of his existence, 
wherever his labor is profitable, and wherewer, 
under the protection of his master, he is safe from 
that competition with his labor, which is sure to 
be his destruction and death; and he will go no- 
where else!’ Now, why should you insist on mak- 
ing by-laws to the laws of God, useless and puerile 
in themselves, and offensive to a large portion of 
the people of this Union? The Kansas question 
has long since been practically settled. It was 
settled only by the universal.law of nature just 
quoted. By letting slavery alone, it will always 
quietly work out its own aoiem If interfered 
with by us of the North—if artificial checks or 
artificial stimulants be applied—the consequences 
may be disastrous to both the black and the white 
races, and equally so to our laws and institutions. 
The “irrepressible conflict”? with which we are 
threatened, is the creation of politicians for their 
owiends. It does not exist in reality, and can- 
not take place until the Constitution is torn into 
fragments, and the bonds of our Union are de- 
stroyed forever. 

Slavery has existed in the United States from 
the time of the adoption of the Federal Constitu- 
tion, and we have prospered with it as a nation. 

The northern States have abandoned it, because 
they found it no longer profitable to them; but 
they have done but little, if anything, towards ed- 
cating the negro, and liberty has not materially 
improved either his condition or his morals. That 
which the North has done for the negro is very 
far from inviting the South to follow its example. 
Che South cannot afford to have so large a por- 
ion of its population abandoned to idleness and 
vice. It cannot, with the same facility as the 
North, replace black labor with white labor; and 
the cotton, rice, and sugar States cannot do so at 
all What control of the negro could be substi- 
tuted in these States for that of their present con- 

‘ton? I know of none, and the Senator from 
New York knows of none, He would be sadly 
puzzled if the South, instead of repelling his views, 
Were to accede at once to them, and to ask him 


to furnish the means to carry them into practice 
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same ratio, the North, and without reducing the | 
| negro himself to a worse condition than that in 
| which he is now content, happy, and useful. | 
| Yet that which the Senator from New York can- 
| not do himself, which his whole party is incapa- 

ble of accomplishing, he is determined to force on 


the South, by representing it to the whole coun- | 
try as an unavoidable issue, as an “irrepressible | 
conflict.”” He asks the people to choose between | 
African slaves and white freemen; as if such a | 
question could really be put; as if such a practical | 
issue could ever be presented to the country. The | 


conflict between African slaves and white free- 
men exists nowhere, and least of all in the south- 
ern States. 

The white freeman and the African slave will 
never, never come in conflict with one another, so 
long as each shall preserve his proper place, so 

| long as aspiring politicians and political dema- 


gogues shall be prevented from conjuring up delu- 
sive phantoms, with which to disturb the imagi- 
nation and trouble the good sense of the people. 
Slave labor and free labor, so far from being op- 


the negro, instead of conflicting or competing 
with free white labor, will serve to keep up the 
price of it. As long as the negro is usefully em- 
ployed in the southern States, he will stay there, 
and not go to the North to compete with the wages 





grant from Europe. The conflict between the 
African and the white man can only begin with the 
emancipation of the negro, not before! ‘There is no 
disposition on the part of the South to force sla- 


as the southern States shall employ slave labor, 
| 


force their fabrics on a bad market. 

The South is merely contending for her consti- 
tutional rights, no more; and to refuse to acknow!l- 
edge these is an infringement of the constitutional 


‘irrepressible conflict’’ isa northern abstraction, 
alike opposed to the Constitution, the Union, and 
the best material interests of the whole country. 
It is nothing but a political formula, spreading 


sectional passions and prejudices, and inflaming 





1s a political lever in the hands of sectional poli- 
: 
|| ferent section of the Union. As to the query of 
the distinguished Senator from New York, 


Christianity can save?’’ I do not see what appli- 
cation is has to the slavery question. Civiliza- 


are some forms of civilization which are no im- 
provement at all, either to the physical or moral 
| man. 
Few of us would wish to revive Greek or Tho- 
man civilization, though both were, in some re- 
spects, superior to our own. The French are 


yet none of us would willingly transfer French 
civilization, with all its concomitants, to our 
shores. The proposition that civilization im- 
and I wouldespecially except from it the civiliza- 
tion which seems to be the beau tdeal of the Sena- 
tor from New York. As to the other proposition, 
that ** Christianity can save,’’ no one can deny it. 
But the Senator from New York is so renowned 
an expounder of the ‘ higher law,”’ that a doubt 
may reasonably arise whether Christianity, as he 
understands it, is the same as that which our sim- 
| ple forefathers — when they framed the 
1 Constitution of this country; and whether the 
| saving qualities of that species of Christianity 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





the Senator from New York wishes to propagate 
throughout the length and breadth of our land. 
Sir, religion mn compte nothing from being mixed 
up with politics, but may lose much of its sanc- 
tity in the estimation of men by being made sub- 
| servient to partisan ends. I will not-follow the 
honorable Senator from New York into what con- 
| ceive is a labyrinth of error and confusion, much 


without ruining the South and injuring, in the |) 


osed to one another, assist each other mutually | 
y varying and multiplying production. As long | 


they will be the best customers of the North, and |! 


either of the white native freeman or of the immi-_ 


very ypon the North, no more than there is adis- | 
position on the part of northern manufacturers to | 


compact which binds us together as a nation, for | 
no possible advantage to either section. The | 


dread and alarm throughout the land, inviting to | 


the fanaticism of men who would otherwise be | 
useful members of society, and in pursuit of some | 
profitable business. The ‘‘ irrepressible conflict” | 
ticians, not an unavoidable issue between the dif- | 


‘“‘whether civilization can improve, whether | 


tion necessarily takes different forms, and there | 


the most eminently civilized people of Europe; | 
proves, must therefore be taken cum grano saks; 
| 


ney extend to the toleration of such errors as | 
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less will I imitate hisexample. The Christian re- 
ligion is one of peace, not of strife and contention. 
Itdoes not, like that of Mohammed, presentan “ ir- 
repressible conflict’? between the faithful and the 
_ infidel, to be terminated in the last instance by the 

sword. Hence the great distinction between the 
Christians and Turks, and hence the adaptation of 
Christianity to modern civilization, and the incom- 
patibility of Mohammedanism with all rational 
progress in politics and morals. 

Jesus Christ, the Divine founder of our holy re- 
ligion, lived and talked surrounded by slaves, 
subject to a Roman master, and yet nowhere did 
He preach the doctrine of the “irrepressible con- 
flict,’’ or stimulate the Jews to rebellion and blood- 
shed. It was those who believed in the “‘irrepres- 
\| sible conflict’? that called for His crucifixion. 

I have said that itis the duty of the North to 
let slavery alone. If all parties were agreed on 
emancipation, they would beat aloss for the means 
to accomplish it without ruining the prosperity 
| and industry of the whole country and destroy- 
ing the negro. Experience, the only safe guide of 
| the statesman, aas shown the danger with which 
such a subject is surroffded and the destructive 
consequences to which it may lead. In the face 
| of historical results, produced elsewhere, under 
circumstances far more favorable than those in 
which our southern States are placed, and under 
a Government possessing far greater coercive pow- 
| ers than our own, we are bound, looking to their 
example, to exercise caution. The West India 
experiment is notinviting us to hazard our peace, 
our security, and the great commercial and indus- 
trial interests of this country, by yielding to the 
demands of political fanatics, who would substi- 
tute sentiment for duty, and their own views of 
right and wrong for the Constitution and laws of 
the land. Government, as has often been re- 
marked, is a business, not a sentiment; and he is 
‘| but a poor statesman, though he may be a suc- 
|| cessfal politician, who views it in a different light 
| and acts upon a different principle. 
| Weare continually told in this body that the Re- 
|| publicans, as a party, do not intend to attack sla- 





|| very inthe slave States, but merely mean to confine 
|| it to its present limits. I cannot believe such dec- 
larations are founded in truth or are sincere on the 
part of those who make them, and are to my mind 
|| utterly incompatible with the organization of sec- 
tional parties. Aslongas there isa party in the Uni- 
| ted States which does not recognize the Constitu- 
tion and the decisions of the Supreme Court as the 
supreme law of the land, as long as a party is per- 
mitted, asa sectional party, to revile the institutions 
|| of the South and to excite hatred and contempt 
for them among its adherents, there can be no 
| peace, no safety for the South, and consequently 
| no fraternal feeling between the people of the dit- 
ferent sections of the country, and no national 
|| sentiment in the loftier sense of the word. 

| 


The whole slavery agitation must cease, the 
‘irrepressible conflict”’ must be abandoned, if our 
|| Federal Union is to be preserved; if we are again 
|| to act in concert with one another and weiglir in 
|| the scale of power as a united and kindred people. 

I, for one, am willing to recognize the suprem- 
'| acy of the Constitution. I am willing to submit 
|| to the decisions of the Supreme Court, and to ad- 
| here, to the fullest extent, to the compromises 
|| which our fathers entered into for the sake of peace 
|| and union, and which it is our duty to uphold 
| and defend for our common safety. There is no 

security, no peace, no hope for our institutions 
|| and laws, or for the continued prosperity of our 
country, in any other course; and the time is close 
at one rete the immense majority of the people 
of all the States, North, South, East, and West, 
|| will come to the same conclusion. 

Fanaticism may prevail for a while, but our 
a are too eminently practical to be for any 
ength of time led into error, or made to war on 
their best interests. Even now, while profes- 
sional politicians are hard at work to keep the 
excitement alive, they are rebuked by the sound, 
sensible, business men of the country, who repu- 
diate them and their pernicious doctrines in the 
most effective manner, by the total indifference 
with which they behold their proceedings, and 
the renewed energy with which they devote them- 
selves to their accustomed pursuits. The people 
of this Union, Mr. President, are not alarmed. 
They neither covet nor desire an ‘ irrepressible 
conflict.’”’ They pursue “ the even tenor of their 
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way.’’ They toil to become rich; and the busi- || 


ness of the country is going on as usual. Why 
is this? The reason is, the people know they 
have the power to control the politicians, and if 
necessary, can put them down. The people know 
of no conflict. They are willing to go on as they 
have done, content, prosperous, and happy. They 


want no other constitution than the one inherited | 


from our ancestors; no other sovereignty than the 
one they have always enjoyed from the declara- 
tion of our independence. We have as yet no 
class among us hopeless! y doomed to poverty and 
want. Our institutions give all men an equal 
chance; and if all do not succeed, if all do not be- 
come opulent or rich, « ware one, nevertheless, has 
a prospect of success, which animates him and 
stimulates him to individual exertions. 

Sir, the slavery question has lasted too long. 
It has been productive of no good, but itis fraught 
with great mischief. It has disturbed our ami- 
cable relations; it has sown the seeds of dis- 
trust, discord, and hatred between different sec- 
tions of the same people, and it is threatening 
our existence as a nation. It is surrounded with 
dangers in every diremion, and saps the very 
foundation of our Government. The people of 
the State which I have in part the honor to rep- 


resent yield to none other in attachment and de- | 


votion to the Union. They view with deep regret 
the efforts of those who seek to obtain power by 
weakening this attachment, and are resolved to 
throw their weight and influence in favor of the 
laws and institutions as they stand. California 
wants no new code—neither a ‘slave code’’ nor 
a ‘‘free-soil code,’’ nor any new theory of ‘* pop- 
ular sovereignty.’’ She respects a will ever 
cherish a proper regard for established laws and 
vested ao 

The Constitution, as handed down to us by 
Washington and Jefferson, answers all our pur- 
pose. We ask nothing more, nor are we willing 
to content ourselves with less. We will notallow 
that sacred instrument to be mutilated, nor shall— 
as iong as we have a controlling voice in the na- 
tional affairs—any new interpretation be put on 
its provisions. he Constitution is good enough 
as itis; the laws are satisfactory to us, and shall 
be faithfully executed as far as we are concerned. 
But I fully agree with the majority of my col- 
leagues on this floor in the opinion, that if the 
judiciary and executive authority of the country 
do not possess the means to insure adequate pro- 
tection to constitutional rights in the Territories 
of the United States, or if any territorial gov- 
ernment should fail or refuse to provide the ne- 
cessary remedies for that purpose, it will be the 
duty of Congress to supply that deficiency. I 
am willing to aid in the performance of that duty 
whenever a proper exigency arrives; but | am 
utterly opposed to anticipating it, because I have 
an abiding confidence in the loyalty and patriot- 
ism of the people, and in the ultimate good sense 
of those who, however misled they may be by 
professional agitators or by their own passions, 
need only be made to perceive whither their doc- 
trines will carry them to return at once to their 
allegiance, and to a proper appreciation of their 
obligations as citizens of the hited States. 

[ am opposed to allanticipations ofevil, because 
I feel assured that the country is not yet in that 
lamentable situation in which legislators must 
take counsel of their fears. I have too much faith 
in the conservative sentiment of all the people to 
suppose that they will ever patiently submit to a 
deliberate infringement of the Constitution and 
the rights of the States, ifthey can be made to un- 
derstand the purport and consequences of such an 
act. I think our institutions are strong enough 
and sufficiently endeared to the people of every 
section of the country to be maintained without 
additional aprentions and I still hope that any 
section which may feel aggrieved by the course 
to which the excess of party feeling is now tend- 
ing, will find ample relief inside of the Union, and 
under the protection of the codrdinate branches of 
our Government. 

The remedy for any wrong that may be inflicted 
on any portion of our beloved country is still in 
Congress, in the President, and in the judiciary. 
As long as any one of these coérdinate branches 
performs its duty to the whole country, we are 
safe; and until they all prove derelict to their sol- 
emn engagements, no fear need be entertained in 
regard to the Union, 


| 


| ings of one of the political parties in the northern 
| States, I still hope to defeat that party by the pa- 
_ triotism of that portion of the people of the North 
| who have remained true to the 
| the Union, and by the united action of the South 


| face of the civilized world, that we are morally 


| the example we have set, by the expectations we 


/ able Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Doveuas,] as 
_ expressed so far back as 13th of February, 1845, in 


| nority, but when they attain their majority, and obtain ad- 


against all new theories which appeal to the feel- 
_ ings and prejudices of men without adding to their 


| than many of us believe, and will prove inseparable 
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Admitting that the South has strong reasons to 
be offended and to feel aggrieved by the proceed- 


onstitution and 


itself. If, however, I am mistaken in my hopes; 
if a sectional President is to be elected by the pre- 
ponderance of a sectional party, then I would still 
nause to see whether none of the coérdinate 

ranches of our Government was faithful to its 
trust; and if I found the Senate and the Supreme 
Court of the United States so constituted as to af- 
ford sufficient protection to southern rights, [ would 
abide their action, and trust to their power to up- 
hold the law and Constitution until ‘‘ the sober 
second thought’”’ of the people came to the general 
rescue. ‘ 

Sir, I have an abiding faith in the people; in 
their common sense, their love of justice, and their 
patriotism. Unless we confide in their virtue and 
good sense, we deny the possibility of republican 
government. Without such confidence in the peo- 
ple, our Government is, in its very inception, a 
miserable failure. I hope we are not yet reduced 
to make such a beggarly confession of our inca- 
pacity for self-government as to declare, in the 





and politically bankrupt, while all Europe points 
to our institutions and laws as models for imita- 
tion, and to our success as demonstration of their 
soundness. We have incurred a heavy respons- 
ibility to our cotemporaries and to posterity by 


have raised, and the desires we have kindled in 
the hearts of millions; and, as an humble Senator 
of the United States, I am willing to acknowledge 
that responsibility, and to devote whatever share 
of talent and energy, God may have granted me 
to the preservation of our institutions and laws, 
with and through the assistance of the people. 
In regard to the Territories, I hold, that they 
are the joint er of all the States; that they 
were acquired by the common blood and by the 
common funds of all the people of this Union; that 
all the people have a right to go there with such 
property as they may see fit to take, and are en- 
titled to the protection and ren of itsolong 
as they remain in a territorial form of govern- 
ment. I agree with the sentiments of the honor- 


his speech on the admission of Iowa and Florida 
into the Union, reported in the fourteenth volume 
of the Congressional Globe, wherein he says: 
“That the father may bind the son during his minority, 
but the moment that he [the son] attains bis majority, his 
fetters are severed and he is free to regulate his own con- 
duct. So, sir, with the Territories; they are subject to the 
jurisdiction and control of Congress during infancy, their mi- 


mission into the Union, they are free from all restraints and 
restrictions, except such as the Constitution of the United 
States has imposed upon each and all of the States.” 


This was the old-fashioned doctrine in regard 
to the Territories, and it suits me on that account. 
I want no new interpretation, no interpolation, no 
new hair-splitting distinctions on this subject. I 
am against all innovations, except they are recom- 
mended by some practical utility, and especiall 


stock of information. 
This Union, Mr. President, is much stronger 


whenever the parricidal hand of faction may be 
raised todestroyit. Every Governmentis growing 
stronger by the exercise of its legitimate powers, 
and so willour own. It is only when a Govern- 
ment endeavors to exercise powers, which do not 
belong to it that it becomes weak and tottering, 
until at last it crumbles under its own weight. 

If the executive and both legislative branches 
of the Government—the Senate and the House of 
Representatives—were to fall into the hands of 
seckiions partisans, and these should try to over- 
throw the Constitution, I would still appeal to the 
Supreme Court, and if that appeal were equally 
ineffectual, this Union would indeed be dissolved 
by the act of the Government itself; but we, who had 
remained faithful to it to the last, would not be 
answerable for the consequences. 

Each State would then be reduced to the situa- 
tion which it occupied before the foundation of 
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our Federal Union, and obliged to work out its 
. : . ow 

salvation with the means it may possess f _ 
purpose. We in California would have nd that 
to induce us to become members neither oe 
southern confederacy nor of the northern eo = 
eracy,and would be able to sustain for cue 
the relations of a free and independent State - 

When my colleague, as it is said, stated , 
this floor **that, in case of a dissolution of the 
Union, California would unite herself to the 
South,’’ he committed a great error. 

Mr. GWIN. If my colleague will give mean 
opportunity, I will state that I never said so her 
or elsewhere. I have never made that Statement 
on any occasion. It was so utterly destityse of 
truth that I did not think it of sufficient import 
ance to contradict it, unless some allusion wn 
made to the subject in jhe Senate; and | ap 
obliged to my colleague for referring to jt, an 
giving me the agpeenens? of contradicting it, I 
hope, Mr. President, that this Union will be im. 

erishable; but if it is ever broken up, the easter, 

oundary of the Pacific Republic will be, ix jn 
opinion, the Sierra Madra and the Rocky Moun. 
ains. 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. President, I am glad 
that I have given my colleague an opportunity of 
correcting this erroneous impression ; for he knows 
as well as I do that we have resources not pos. 
sessed by any other State of the Union, while our 
population comprises the most enterprising and 
energetic men of the country. Why should we 
trust to the management of others what we are 
abundantly able to do ourselves? Why depend 
on the South or the North to regulate our af. 
fairs? And this, too, after the North and the South 
had proved themselves incapable of living in har. 
mony with one another ? 

The Pacific States are separated from the north- 
ern and southern States by a long chain of sterile 
mountains, by vast deserts, and can be reached 
easily only by crossing tempestuous seas. The 
northern Atlantic States are not separated from 
the southern Atlantic States by any natural bar- 
rier. There is no intervening chain of mountains 
running from east to west; and river courses, asa 
means of communciation, unite people instead of 
dividing them. If this Union, of which Califor- 
nia is now proud to form a part, were to be dis- 
solved, we on the Pacific coast would possess em- 
inent advantages over the Atlantic States. You 
of the southern, northern, and western States 
would have to fortify your towns, maintain stand- 
ing armies, and incur vast expenditures to pre- 
serve that independence which we would possess 
as a gift; and you would fight with one another, as 
the States of Europe have fought for two or three 
centuries, to establish a balance of power. We 
should be subject to no such vicissitudes and 
should incur no such dangers. 

In the long wars which would necessarily fol- 
low dissolution, some of your States would ea- 
tirely disappear, while others would retain buta 
a existence by alternately allying their 

estinies to one section of the country or the other, 
as the arms of this or that party might have con- 
quered a momentary ascendency. To all these 
mutations and changes—which would involve 
your rights, your fortunes, and alas! your honor 
—we should be exposed in a far inferior degree 
in proportion as we observed a strict neutrality 
in regard to all of you. ; 

We would regret your feuds, we would deplore 
the fraternal blood shed on your battle-grounds, 
we should weep over your declining prosperity, 

our trodden-down fields, your deserted harbors; 

ut we could not, with our eyes open to the fats 
consequences of such an act, involve ourselves 0 
your fratricidal strife and mutual ruin. California, 
as I have already observed, yields to no State in 
yee and devotion to the Union. She will, with 
all her youthful energies, and with whatever means 
Providence has placed at her disposal, struggle to 
maintain the Constitution and the laws under 
which we have prospered asa nation. She will 
afford no aid and comfort to fanaticism; but com- 
bat it manfully and hopefully, in accordance with 
the promptings of her own generous heart—her 
titude to the Union, to which she is indebted 
or so many benefits already bestowed, and in ac- 
cordance with her most sacred duty as a member 
of this noble Confederacy. She will continue to 
do so with a full and firm reliance on the assist- 
ance of other States equally loyal and attached to 
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